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This report outlines activities and events conducted by the SACTS project research team during our third
of five years of SSHRC funding. It lists ongoing activities and events then focuses on non-regular activities
the Team conducted in spring, summer, and fall of 2024, and in winter and spring of 2025. Related
documents are available on the SACTS website. The primary SACTS Research Team is based at the
University of Regina (UR) in Regina, Saskatchewan. It consists of Dr. Alex Oehler (Department of
Anthropology, Faculty of Arts), Dr. Sarah Abbott (Department of Film, Faculty of Media, Arts, and
Performance (MAP)), and PhD student Pradeep Doley Barman (Department of Anthropology). As Co-
investigator, 30% of Abbott’s research time goes to SACTS-related administration and research, which
overlap with her research generally and may result in more than 30%.

Project Reading Group (SACTS-RG / Ongoing)

April 2023 through March 2025, Oehler (primarily) and Abbott organized nine (nos.16-24) 2-hour Reading
Group sessions that gather researchers and graduate students from and/or based in multiple countries,
including Finland, Germany, Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Switzerland, USA, and Albania. Doley
Barman led session #24 in March. SACTS-RG took a break during June, July, and August for summer
fieldwork. The meetings were recorded for intended future podcast production.

The sessions covered the following topics:
e #16, April: Voice 2: Voice in the Field - Methodological Approaches to Voice (Echolocation)
e #17, May: Choreography 1: Body Positioning (Thinking in the Moment)
e #18, June: Choreography 2: Interspecies Affect (Wolf Affects — Living with Wolves)
e #19, September: Materials as Communicative Devices (Dog Mushing)
e #20, October: Linguistics: From Gesture to Vocalization?
e #21, November: Architecture 1: Intent and Animal Architecture
e #22 January: Architecture 2: Trap Structure and Hidden Intent
e #23, February: Melody: Music and Melody in Interspecies Contexts
e #24, March: Interspecies Empathy: Embodied Communication

SACTS Research in Pedagogy and Service, University of Regina

SACTS continued to maintain our commitment to research-informed teaching at the UR throughout the
academic year. From April 26-28, Oehler participated in a department-wide undergraduate Anthropology
retreat at Cypress Hills, SK, where he contributed his field work experience to various pedagogical small



group activities discussing ethnographic practice. In Fall 2024, Oehler used this year's field data and
experience, among other sources, to teach about Arctic-specific curatorial practices. Circumpolar Arctic
cultural heritage and material culture have long played an important role in his course, ANTH 242 Museum
Ethnography. Students were able to explore in-class not only the British Museum’s virtual Arctic exhibit
but also the virtual Inuvialuit material culture catalogue hosted by the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC. These materials directly tie into the field work and field sites of the SACTS project and
connect with the ancestors of our research co-leaders in Aklavik and on the Beaufort Sea. As part of
SACTS’ commitment to undergraduate education, students were able to contribute their own creations to
an exhibit of Arctic artifact replicas as a way of learning-by-doing, and to think through Arctic ethnography
not only through texts and discussion, but also by actively shaping materials. The exhibit is available on
SACTS’ website at: https://www.sensoryacts.ca/undergrad/

In Winter 2025, Abbott provided the directed study course Film 890BG Multispecies Filmmaking to Doley
Barman for his PhD coursework. This course was embedded in Film 300 Directing the Documentary, with
film proposal and presentation assignments similar to those of the undergraduates alongside readings
Abbott curated for Doley Barman associated with multispecies filmmaking and a final film and related
paper connected to his MA thesis research. Abbott and Doley Barman worked together for approval and
Animal Use Protocol (AUP) for his final film project by the UR’s President’s Committee on Animal Care;
due to delays in this process, completion of Film 890BG was postponed. Abbott was invited by Doley
Barman to give a guest lecture for his ANTH 100-991 class on Public Ethnography / Use of filmmaking in
Ethnographies in the Department of Anthropology in March. Also in March, Abbott was invited by Dr.
Melanie Schnell to give a guest lecture on relations with trees in ENGL 110 The Lives of Trees and Fungi.

Northern Studies Committee (POLAR Research Canada), University of Regina

Oehler continued as Chair of the Northern Studies Committee at the UR, which includes enabling UR
undergraduate and graduate students to apply to the Northern Scientific Training Program (NSTP) for
funding. The committee also encourages networking among university-based researchers with Northern
projects from diverse disciplines. Abbott is a member of this committee.

SACTS & the Humanities Research Institute, University of Regina

On 4 April, 2024, Oehler, Stark and Doley Barman presented Discourse analysis with pre-linguistic
communicative partners as part of Humanities Research Institute (HRI) programming and in association
with their 2023/24 HRI Fellowship. This research-based event held at the UR was attended by various
academics and students as well as the UR president. The talk was well received with interest shown by
attendees through questions about affective capacities of nonhuman animals in everyday life and history.

SACTS & Inner Asia

Later in April, Oehler used his most recent SACTS experience to adjudicate research funding applications
for the British Museum’s Endangered Material Knowledge Programme (EMKP). At least one of these
projects was successful. One of our SACTS team members, Collaborator Dr. Victoria Peemot, is affiliated
with a winning EMKP project. She and another colleague (not a member of SACTS) are now collecting data
related to SACTS aims in Inner Asia for the EMKP. We look forward to productive interactions between
EMKP’s and our own findings.

SACTS & Third-Party Ethics



In May, Oehler was asked to chair an ad hoc committee of the Research Ethics Board at the UR. The
committee drew on his SACTS-related experience with Indigenous communities during an audit of a
contested review case. The case study helped Oehler better assess potential miscommunications that
can arise between researchers and collaborators in the context of community-based research. This
experience will help us avoid similar scenarios. We also appreciated our institution’s recognition of the
ethics experience that SACTS contributes to collegial governance at the UR.

SACTS in BC and Ecuador: Conference and Film

From 15-17 May 2024, Oehler, Stark, and Doley Barman attended the Canadian Anthropology Society/la
Société Canadienne d'Anthropologie (CASCA) annual conference, Sedimented Histories, Vital Trajectories
at UBC-Okanagan in Kelowna BC, where they organized and contributed to a flash talk series entitled with
all our kin. Oehler chaired the panel and presented his working paper, “Learning about animal desires
through dance.” Stark presented her working paper, “Women Who Hunt in the Western Canadian Arctic,”
and Doley Barman presented his working paper, “Making a way with sled dogs.” The talks were well
received by the other panelists and SACTS speakers made connections with colleagues working in
Canadian anthropology.

Meanwhile, Abbott’s film, gestures toward Plant Vision (2021) was selected by the collective
Artistsforplants for inclusion in their 2024 program, “FROM THE BACKGROUND TO THE FOREFRONT -
Plants becoming protagonists.” This program was part of a collaboration by Artistsforplants and the
Environmental Education Centre of the Otonga Foundation in Quito, Ecuador in January 2025.

SACTS in Greenland, Canada, and Ireland

From 17-30 May 2024, Oehler and co-author, Inuvialuit educator Dwayne Drescher, travelled to Nuuk,
Greenland with the generous financial support of the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation (IRC, Inuvik) and the
University of Regina. Together, they presented their paper, “Ontological Ideologies and the Marginalization
of Nonverbal Communication in the Arctic,” at the International Conference at Ilisimatusarfik: Language
Ideologies and Inequality with a Perspective on the Arctic. The paper, which was based on research
conducted in our Inuvialuit field site, was well received and attended by all conference attendees. Both
speakers made international connections with colleagues from around the Circumpolar North region.
Drescher performed his ancestral Polar Bear Dance as part of the paper to illustrate performative,
nonverbal, and communicative aspects associated with the SACTS research subject.

From June 10-16, 2024, Oehler traveled to the SENSA LAB at University College Cork, Cork, Ireland,
where he presented preliminary SACTS field findings to a closed international colloquium on semiotics.
The colloquium was organized by Dr. Tatsuma Padoan, Lecturer in East Asian Religions, in the Department
of Study of Religions at the University College Cork. Oehler’s paper was entitled “Engaging Landscape as
Conversant in Interspecies Communication.” A co-authored version of the talk with Doley Barman has
been accepted as a chapter in the forthcoming book Semiotic Landscapes: Language Practices,
Materialities and Agency, edited by Tatsuma Padoan, John Leavitt, and Lijing Peng, to be published by the
British Academy. The trip to Ireland, which was generously funded by a Wenner-Gren Foundation Grant at
SENSA with additional support from SACTS, resulted in excellent international connections for SACTS.

From June 16-21, 2024, Abbott gave a presentation at the World Biodiversity Forum - From Science to
Action in Davos, Switzerland, with the title “Tree perspectives: Approaches and voices for biodiversity



stewardship,” for the conference panel session "Tapping into alternative knowledge systems to transform
biodiversity and conservation management.” She was a co-author/collaborator for the presentation
“Exploring collaboration across natural science and intuitive interspecies communication to transform
biodiversity and conservation management in the ocean” led by Dr. Lynne Shannon, Associate Professor,
Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cape Town, South Africa. In July, Abbott gave a tree talk
based in her research in support of the Secret Gardens Tour fundraiser held annually by New Dance
Horizons in Regina.

SACTS Fieldwork Summer 2024

From July 18-August 16, 2024, Oehler visited with local field site collaborators under the auspices of our
co-leaders, the Aklavik Hunters and Trappers Committee (AHTC). He spent time in Aklavik, Northwest
Territories (NT) and at Shingle Point, Yukon (YT). During the field stay at Shingle Point, Oehler collected
audio-visual and textual data about contemporary marine mammal hunting practices on the Yukon North
Slope. A number of households were visited in all three settlements of the spit. Of note were observations
made on the way hunters interpret the surface of opaque waters to learn about the movements of whales.
The field trip provided insights and connections in preparation for the upcoming undergraduate Sensing the
Arctic field school to take place at Shingle Point. Connections with local guides, boat pilots, and camp
hosts were made.

SACTS in INSPIRE Research Symposium, University of Regina

In September, Stark and Doley Barman presented their papers “(Exploratory Findings) Re-emergence of
the Huntress: Towards and Understanding of Interspecies Relations and Knowledges in the Northwest
Territories” and “From Forests to Festivals: Plant Human Companionships in the Mising Tribe of NE India”
respectively at the INSPIRE Research Symposium held on the UR campus. The talks were well received.

SACTS Research: Two MA Thesis Defenses

In early June 2024, Oehler guided SACTS’s MA student Pradeep Doley Barman in preparing for his thesis
defense. After initial feedback on the draft, Doley Barman traveled to his field site in Saskatchewan where
he provided a community report to the members of the dog kennels in which he had conducted his
qualitative observations. Participants reviewed his thesis draft, entitled “From gee to haw (and everything
in between): Deconstructing the trans species pidgin of mushing in northern Saskatchewan.” Research
collaborators provided feedback and offered their approval prior to defense. The successful defense took
place in Regina on August 12, 2024. Oehler served as supervisor. Abbott and SACTS Collaborator Dr. Mark
Brigham, Professor of Biology at the University of Regina, served as a members of Doley Barman’s
committee. Dr. Robert Wishart, Lecturer in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, was the External Examiner.

On December 19, 2024, MA student Alesha Stark (Anthropology) successfully defended her thesis, “The
(re)emergence of the huntress: Towards an understanding of interspecies relations and knowledges in the
Northwest Territories.” Upon initial feedback on her thesis draft from Dr. Susanne Kuehling, Professor of
Anthropology at the UR, Clinton Westman, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Saskatchewan,
and Oehler, Stark traveled to Inuvik to present to the Aurora Research Institute (ARI) and Aklavik to present
community reports of her field work (she spent four months in Aklavik in Fall 2023). Stark also presented
the thesis draft (pertinent sections thereof) to individuals who participated in her research, collecting
feedback, and receiving permission to submit the thesis for defense. The defense took place at the UR.



Oehler served as supervisor with Kuehling and Westman sitting as committee members; Stark’s defense
was examined by Arctic specialist Dr. Dimitri Arzyutov, Assistant Professor in the Department of Slavic
and East European Languages and Cultures of Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, USA.

SACTS 2025 Admin & Service: Editorship, Animal Care, Contracts, Data Governance, Adjudication

The new 2025 calendar year began with numerous administrative tasks. Several full-day SACTS Retreats
were held at the UR’s College Campus for Abbott and Oehler to focus on a variety of project needs. In
addition to field school preparations (see below), Oehler reviewed SACTS animal care protocols and
applied for research license renewals in the NT and YT. He continued working with UR’s Institutional
Research Data Management Steering Committee to discuss changing Indigenous data sovereignty
requirements.

In January, the second edition of Dr. Patricia Leavy’s anthology, Handbook of Arts-based Research, was
published by Guilford Press. Abbott led revision of an included chapter, co-written with Dr. Phillip Vannini:
“Going public: The reach and impact of ethnographic and academic research.” Abbott also continued
work as guest co-editor with Dr. Vanessa Wijngaarden and PhD student Avantika Mathur Balendra based
at the University of Liege, Belgium, for the forthcoming (2026) Special Issue of the Journal of
Organizational Ethnography, “Intuitive Interspecies Communication and Multispecies Ethnography: Re-
searching Dialogue and Knowledge beyond the Human.”

In March, we continued to improve the project’s data governance to better align with our Co-led Research
Agreement with the Hunters and Trappers Committee in Aklavik, NT. Given the political tensions between
Canada and the USA, it was necessary to move our sensitive research data from university servers
(hosted in the USA by Microsoft Corporation) to Canadian servers. Following the UR Research Office’s
formal advice, we moved all data to the Digital Research Alliance of Canada’s (DRA) NextCloud server at
the University of Victoria, BC, where project and community members can access it. Meanwhile, we also
keep a backup at pCloud’s data centre in Luxembourg, governed under Europe’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR).

Also in March, Abbott and Oehler met with the UR’s contracts officer and with the Research Ethics
Board’s Compliance Specialist to discuss an error made in the process of publishing one of our graduate
student’s MA theses. While participants had indicated in their signed consent the desire to be mentioned
by name in the thesis, the Data Sharing Agreement (DSA) they had previously signed stipulated anonymity
by default. The DSA, with agreement of the participants, was then amended to everyone’s satisfaction and
the publication sequence error was rectified.

Further, in March, we received feedback from an external national committee reviewing the work of the
UR’s President’s Committee on Animal Care. The feedback concerned our previous year’s Animal
Utilization Protocol (AUP), in relation to which we had not provided an annual list of individual animals our
researchers had encountered in the field. There also was difficulty with the “learning by doing” aspect of
our methods, because a hands-on approach to hunting and trapping might involve the handling of live
animals. In further discussions with the UR’s Compliance Specialist, Animals & Cannabis, it was decided
that the previous AUP was ill-suited to the nature of our research and an exemption from the AUP would
be merited if accompanied by a detailed description of our field methods, including a clear statement that
our researchers do not handle live animals.


https://slavic.osu.edu/
https://slavic.osu.edu/

In subsequent weeks, Oehler developed the SACTS Field Research Methods document in consultation
with Government of Yukon’s Program Veterinarian, Environment, Animal Health Unit and the Detective
Sergeant, Enforcement and Compliance, Environment, Conservation Officer Services, as well as with
multiple representatives of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO). The final document outlines
the research methods protocol for all SACTS field work in the Western Canadian Arctic. All faculty,
graduate, and undergraduate SACTS researchers review and agree to abide by its guidelines. In June 2025,
the UR President’s Committee on Animal Care issued an official Notice of Exemption from the AUP based
on the new SACTS Field Research Methods document.

From October 2024 to February 2025, Abbott participated as a jury member for the 2025 SSHRC Insight
Grant application process, sitting on Committee 16: Communications, media studies, gender studies,
library and information science, and related fields, and evaluating an application designated to one of the
multidisciplinary committees.

Sensing the Arctic Field School Preparations

January through March 2025, Abbott and Oehler prepared for the upcoming Sensing the Arctic (StA) field
school, a key component of the 5-year SACTS research project outline. This included finding additional
funding sources, drawing up a preliminary budget, an initial logistical plan, ethics renewal and
amendments, updating consent forms, best approaches for the StA course(s) administratively, and a
recruitment strategy for field school students. Abbott, in consultation with the Associate Deans
Undergraduate in MAP and Arts, organized two irregularly scheduled courses, MAP 300AW Sensing the
Arctic Foundations (May-June) and MAP 400AH Sensing the Arctic Field School (July-August). Both
courses held the option for substitution for other course requirements if needed in student programs.

SACTS SSHRC Presentation, University of Regina

In April 2025, the University’s Office of Research Services organized an intimate colloquium to share UR
SSHRC-funded research with Dr. Tim Wilson, Associate Vice President, Research Programs, Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). Abbott and Oehler presented on
SACTS goals and achievements to date, appreciating this opportunity to connect with Dr. Wilson as well
as some of our UR colleagues. Following the presentation, Abbott and Oehler were able to make several
recommendations to SSHRC, including comments on data governance protocols during a time of political
tension between Canada and the USA.



