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This report chronologically outlines activities and events conducted by the SACTS project research team
during our second of five years of SSHRC funding. It begins by listing ongoing activities and events,
including the project’s organizational meetings and Reading Group, then focuses on non-regular activities
that the Team conducted in spring, summer, fall of 2023, and in winter, spring of 2024. The primary SACTS
Research Team is based at the University of Regina in Regina, Saskatchewan. It consists of Dr. Alex Oehler
(Department of Anthropolgy), Dr. Sarah Abbott (Department of Film) and Masters of Arts students
Pradeep Doley Barman and Alesha Stark (Department of Anthropology). As Co-investigator, 30% of
Abbott’s research time goes to SACTS-related administration and research, which overlap with her
research generally and may result in more than 30%.

Project Organization (Ongoing)

Throughout this second year, Oehler and Abbott emailed and met regularly in person to discuss project
progress and details. Meetings included strategic planning, processing of materials, including potential
researcher portfolios for a SACTS PhD student position, and updates on group and independent project-
related activities.

Project Reading Group (SACTS-RG / Ongoing)

Between April 2023 and March 2024, Oehler and Abbott organized nine (nos. 7-15) 2-hour Reading Group
sessions, which gathered researchers and graduate students from and/or based in 10 countries, including
Finland, Germany, Canada, the United Kingdom, Austria, Spain, Ireland, Switzerland, Thailand, Albania,
and the USA. SACTS-RG meetings took a break from July to August for summer fieldwork. Most meetings
were recorded for intended future podcast production.

The sessions covered the following topics:
e #7, April: Conceptual approaches to signs (Peirce and multispecies);
e #8, May: Semiotic ethnography and methodological approaches to signs;
e #9, June: Sensory encounters, focusing on bear-human relations;
e #10, September: Sonic ethnography and methodological approaches to hearing;
e #11, October: Touch and haptic spaces from a conceptual perspective;
e #12, November: Tactile encounters and methodological approaches to touch;
e #13, January: Shared pre-Llinguistic features and turn-taking in interspecies communication;
e #14, February: Seeing, being seen and methodological approaches to sight;
e #15, March: Vocalizing connections and conceptual approaches to voice.
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Pre-Fieldwork Training, Team Meetings, Certifications, Licenses, Ethics

In April 2023, the SACTS Team obtained preliminary training as per Research Ethics Board (REB)
requirements (including Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans
(TCPS 2: CORE 2022) as needed). Abbott, Stark, Doley Barman, and Oehler traveled to Grasslands
National Park, Saskatchewan to complete a three-day (April 28-30) Wilderness First Aid Training course
for remote first aid offered by Back40 Training. All Team members passed certification. Oehler also
completed firearms training and certification with Regina Gun Safety and Licensing (RGL) in April 2023,
obtaining a federal firearms license later in the year. This training was completed in case of rifle carry
requirements during fieldwork in Polar Bear country. The Team (except Abbott) completed the mandatory
Canadian Council on Animal Care Guidelines Course at the University of Regina to meet REB
requirements. All members passed (May 2023).

In May 2023, Oehler conducted several Zoom meetings with the mostly international Collaborator
members of the SACTS research team to identify correspondences between SACTS’s aims and their own
research projects, and to identify best ways to collaborate. During these meetings, Oehler discussed
possible ways in which the Collaborators can collect/ contribute data for SACTS within their respective
field sites without challenging commitments to their external funders. Several Collaborators thought they
would find generative ways to incorporate the research interests of SACTS into their ongoing field visits. At
the end of the project, they ideally will contribute publications and co-publications based on data
collected in their respective sites, to SACTS dissemination venues. Oehler also continued to network with
an international group of semiotics scholars, attending a monthly reading group hosted by organizer Dr.
Tatsuma Padoan at University College Cork, Ireland. This group of scholars have been fundamental to
providing deeper insights on Peircean and Greimacean semiotics, suggesting ways in which semiotics may
contribute to the phenomenological framework that has informed the work of SACTS thus far.

In June 2023, Oehler prepared an Animal Use Protocol and Wildlife Appendix, a SACTS-specific Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for Handling Wildlife, a SOP for Killing Wildlife, and a SOP for Observing
Wildlife. Following review of these documents, the project received a Certificate of Approval from the
President’s Committee on Animal Care (University of Regina) in July 2023.

In September 2023, Oehler completed the Safety for Supervisors certificate offered by the University of
Regina Health and Safety Management System. Following application processes by Oehler during the
summer, the project obtained, for 2023-24, a 2623 Government of Northwest Territories (GNWT)
Research License from Aurora Research Institute, a GNWT Wildlife Observation Permit, a Yukon
Government Scientists and Explorers License, a waiver for the Permit to Handle Wildlife from Yukon’s
Animal Health Unit, a Parks Canada Research and Collections Permit, and a Project Insurance Certificate.
Allresearch licenses received are valid for one year and must be renewed upon expiry.

In February 2024, Abbott completed the course Building Research Relationships with Indigenous
Communities, offered through the Indigenous Research & Engagement Expertise Platform of the
Saskatchewan Centre for Patient-Oriented Research and The Indigenous Peoples’ Health Research
Centre, University of Regina / First Nations University of Canada.

Humanities Research Institute Fellowship

In April 2023, Oehler, with input from Abbott, applied for a Humanities Research Institute (HRI) Fellowship
at the University of Regina, based on new work in multimodal transcription that arose from literature
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research for the SACTS Reading Group. The fellowship was granted in June 2023 for the project,
“Discourse Analysis with Pre-linguistic Communicative Partners.” This project was designed to serve as a
sub-project within SACTS, with $4,000 for the proposed research on new possibilities for textual
representation in transcripts of verbal and non-verbal communication between humans and non-humans,
including Land features. The funds were spent on 2023 Masters thesis field support for Stark and Doley
Barman who collected and analyzed data for the project. An additional $1,000 was obtained for their
student assistance in sound editing of SACTS-RG recordings for the envisioned podcast series. The HRI
Fellowship award was essential to broth graduate researchers, helping them pay for fuel and
accommodation in their respective sites. By receiving the funds, both researchers agreed to co-author a
presentation of the sub-project’s findings during the HRI Research Showcase, to be held in April 2024. The
theme of the HRI sub-project was subsequently taken up by SACTS-RG session #12 in November 2023.

Community Research Agreements (CRA)

In May 2023, Oehler, with input from Abbott, worked with Victor Goodman, University of Regina Research
Contract Officer for Health Research & Social Sciences, and with a University-related lawyer to draw up
Community Research Agreements (CRA) for project work in the Northwest Territories, Yukon, and
Saskatchewan. This resulted in a special 20-page CRA for co-led research with the Aklavik Hunters and
Trappers Committee, based on a template provided by the Office of Innovation, Inuvialuit Science &
Climate Change at the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation in Inuvik, NT. The Inuvialuit CRA was signed by
participating parties in September 2023. A separate three-page Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure
Agreement was drawn up for research activities involving dog kennels in Saskatchewan, specifically
associated with Doley Barman’s MA thesis research. The Non-Disclosure Agreement was signed by
participating parties in July 2023.

Dog Kennel and Sled Dog Research, Saskatchewan

In June 2023, Oehler traveled to the Waskesiu field site to establish a working relationship with the
operators of Sundog Excursions, a local dog kennel focused on outdoor recreation and tourism,
particularly sled dog racing and travel. The meeting secured a research placement for Doley Barman’s MA
fieldwork, which took place from June to August 2023 and again in February 2024. Doley Barman’s
research took an apprenticeship approach during which he learned to care for sled dogs in summer, early
fall, and winter. He obtained training in dog care and management, trail maintenance, and racing protocol.
During his fieldwork, he networked with several kennels in the area, including Akela’s Den racing kennel,
participated in and assisted with races, and interviewed mushers from the area and beyond. Throughout
his work, Doley Barman recorded multimodal data on interspecies communication, which informed the
basis of his MA thesis.

Northwest Territories Fieldwork

In August 2023, Oehler and Stark drove in a single private vehicle from Regina, SK (and Whitecourt, AB) to
Inuvik, NT. Following four days of driving (3,988 km), they flew from Inuvik to Aklavik with North-Wright Air.
In Aklavik, Oehler stayed at the Sundog Inn and attended meetings with the Aklavik Hunters and Trappers
Committee (AHTC) to set up Stark’s fieldwork, which took place in August and September 2023.
Throughout her fieldwork, Stark stayed at a pre-arranged accommodation with a local high school teacher.
She networked with several hunting households and spent as much time as possible on the land alongside
Inuvialuit women who hunt, fish, and trap. Through an apprenticeship approach, she participated in many
local subsistence practices to the extent permissible for a non-Inuvialuit (non-beneficiary). Oehler drove
back to Regina in late August, in time for the Fall teaching semester.
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Like Doley Barman, Stark made multi-sensory observations throughout her fieldwork, covering two
seasons (summer and fall). These observations included video recordings of interlocutors’ various on-the-
land activities, such as frequent fishnet setting and checking, line fishing, trapline checking, animal
carcass processing, as well as moose and mountain sheep tracking and hunting. She also interviewed
several of her interlocutors.

Exchange of Siberian Research Experience

In October 2023, Oehler was invited by the Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasian and East European
Studies at Columbia University in New York City as one of four panelists. The Institute covered all related
costs. The panel, “The Ethnography of Russia in Uncertain Times,” was organized by Tyler Adkins, Mellon
Teaching Fellow at the Harriman Institute and Lecturer in Anthropology. Oehler reported on the changes
the SACTS Team had to make to their primary research design as a result of the invasion of Ukraine by the
Russian Federation in February 2022. He discussed the difficulties of maintaining relationships with
Russian colleagues at a time of internal political division in Russia and challenges for Canadian
researchers of Russia under sanctions and restrictions put on Russia by Canada. The meeting enabled
networking with fellow anthropologists working on SACTS-related topics in Russia, including the sensory
research of a colleague from Columbia University who has worked with boat builders in northwestern
Russia and the human-animal relations research of Tyler Adkins with pastoralists in the Russian area of
the Altai Mountains in Central Asia, also at Columbia University.

Formation of Northern Studies Committee (POLAR Research Canada)

In November 2023, Oehler, with input from Abbott, founded the new University of Regina Northern Studies
Committee (UR-NSC). SSHRC bursaries for graduate work help cover basic living costs in the south but
are insufficient for the high costs of living in and travel to, from, and between northern communities. To be
able to compete for supplemental federal funding from POLAR Research Canada, and specifically for the
Northern Scientific Training Program (NSTP), Oehler obtained permission from the University of Regina’s
Executive Coordinator to the President to establish UR-NSC. The committee was joined by six other UR
faculty from a variety of disciplines, all of whom conduct research in or about the North. Creation of the
committee enabled graduate students who are Canadian citizens or permanent residents to apply for
supplemental funds for fieldwork in the North. Stark was successful in her application to the NSTP in
March, receiving $3,000 in support of her upcoming post-fieldwork community reporting tour in the
Northwest Territories scheduled for Fall 2024.

Research Data Management (RDM) Steering Committee

In November 2023, Oehler spent much time attempting to work with Information Services at the University
of Regina to establish REB-compliant cloud storage for SACTS. At the time, the University was
transitioning its systems from the MicroFocus ecosystem to Microsoft 365, which significantly slowed
down all technical assistance with research data management. To alleviate these difficulties, Oehler set
up a membership with the Digital Research Alliance of Canada in order to access server space subject to
Canadian privacy law and to secure a protected shared field data repository in compliance with the
project’s CRA. Membership was granted and space was allocated, but, due to the complicated nature of
the Globus file transfer service and space limitations in NextCloud cloud storage service, the platform
ended up not being used.
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Instead, access to afolder in the university’s Microsoft365 OneDrive was shared with all SACTS
stakeholders in July 2024. The difficulties and delays experienced in providing a satisfactory data
repository resulted in Oehler composing a letter of complaint, directed to various departments at the
University. In response, the Office of Research Services and Partnerships & Innovation formed the
Institutional Research Data Management Steering Committee, which Oehler joined as the Social Sciences
and Humanities representative. At the time of this report, the committee is still working on locating
optimal digital community-shared data repository strategies within the new Microsoft365 environment.
Privacy and access concerns continue as Microsoft servers are located in the USA and are thus non-
compliant with Indigenous OCAP (ownership, control, access, and possession) principles.

Selection of SACTS PhD Researcher

In late October 2023, Oehler and Abbott advertised through local, national and international channels for a
partially-funded SACTS PhD study opportunity for 2024-2027. Following the December 1 submission
deadline, they reviewed 13 strong international submissions received in response. The first round of
consideration narrowed the pool to five semi-finalists. The second round resulted in two people most
suited as interview candidates. Oehler and Abbott assembled and organized for an online selection
interview committee consisting of two faculty members from Anthropology and MAP, one SACTS student
representative, and three members of the Aklavik Hunters and Trappers Committee (AHTC), as well as
themselves. Both SACTS PhD candidates offered such exceptional qualities to the position and during
their interviews that a final selection was very difficult. The preference of two of the three members of the
AHTC tipped the scale and Pradeep Doley Barman was selected for the SACTS doctoral funding package.
Between the two adjudication rounds and afterwards, personalized and detailed information and feedback
letters were written to all candidates who were not selected as well as official notification to, and
announcement of, the recipient. Overseen by Abbott, the process of these communiqués with applicants
was intensive, time-consuming and included information regarding Masters and PhD study opportunities
particularly in the Faculty of Media, Art, and Performance (MAP) as well as the Department of
Anthropology. Five of the applicants joined the SACTS Reading Group and continue to attend with various
regularity.

Student Thesis Writing and Project Conference Presentations

From September 2023 to March 2024, Stark and Doley Barman each worked on their thesis in preparation
for community reporting. During this time, Stark also gave several project-related public presentations and
guest lectures at the University of Regina, including the INSPIRE Symposium in Regina (a Saskatchewan-
based youth empowerment event). Doley Barman presented his research at the University of Regina’s
Graduate Research Conference and at the Second International Anthrozoology Conference in Debrecen,
Hungary. He gave several other project-related guest lectures aimed at undergraduate students at the
University of Regina.

Academic/Public Presentations and Engagements - Abbott (Cl)

The following activities by Abbott took place throughout this SACTS reporting period. These activities
enrich and are enriched by SACTS themes and approaches.

In May 2023, Abbott attended the International Multispecies Methods Research Symposium: Shifting
Paradigms in Human-Animal Relations, hosted online through the University of Saskatchewan. She began
co-editing work in June for a special issue of the Journal of Organizational Ethnography, “Intuitive
Interspecies Communication and Multispecies Ethnography: Re- searching Dialogue and Knowledge
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beyond the Human,” with Dr. Vanessa Wijngaarden, professor, University of Liege, Belgium, and senior
research associate at the University of Johannesburg, South Africa, and Avantika Mathur-Balendra, an
independent researcher (accepted to PhD program in dialogic multispecies methods, University of Liege,
February 2025). This co-editing work continues beyond the SACTS reporting period for Year 2.

In July 2023, Abbott gave two interviews for CBC Radio in association with her two “tree talks” about the
sentient relationality of trees for the annual Secret Gardens Tour (SGT) fundraiser held by New Dance
Horizons (NDH) in Regina. The first interview, “Tree Talk: University of Regina professor gets to the root of
tree communication in upcoming talk” was with host Stefani Langenegger for Regina’s The Morning
Edition. For the second interview, Abbott was lead discussant with guests, American tree communicators
Dr. Jim Conroy and Basia Alexander, for Saskatchewan-wide Blue Sky, hosted by Garth Materie: “Talking
with Trees: the study of plant sentience.” Abbott’s film gestures toward Plant Vision screened at the NDH
SGT.

On October 29, the article, "Killing’ trees: How true environmental protection requires a revolution in how
we talk about, and with, our forests," written by Abbott, was published in The Conversation. In November,
Abbott gave an online presentation for the conference Fabriques de [’écociriema: Politiques et processus
écologiques du cirnema experimental (Making Eco-cinema: Politics and ecological processes of
experimental cinema) entitled “Listening film: A methodology for eco-inclusion and collaboration.” She
began developing “Listening Film” in Fall 2022 as a way to decenter human filmmakers in relational
filmmaking with ecological nonhumans. She screened two of her students’ films as part of her
presentation and invited them to say a few words. The conference was held in-person and online through
Aix-Marseille Université, Marseille, France.

In March 2024, Abbott was an invited/interviewed research participant for the study Learning from the
Land: Developing Capacity for Place-Based Learning at the Post-Secondary Level conducted by Dr.
Steffanie Scott and Jenny Fu, Department of Geography & Environmental Management, University of
Waterloo. Also in March, Abbott participated as a panelist for “A Kaleidoscopic Interdisciplinary
Introduction to the Methodological Landscape,” an online Arts-Based Research Scholar Panel series
hosted by the Arts-Based Research Methods Faculty Learning Community, Michigan State University.



