
August 29, 2023

Mr. Alex Oehler
University of Regina
3737 Wascana Parkway
University of Regina
Department of Anthropology
Regina, SK
S4S0A2, Canada
Phone: 3065854770
Email: alex.oehler@uregina.ca 

Dear Mr. Alex Oehler,

Enclosed you will find your 2023 Scientific Research Licence No. 17344 as prepared under the
Northwest Territories Scientists Act. Should you require support from the Government of the
Northwest Territories’s Research Centre(s), please contact the applicable Research Centre
Manager(s) to discuss your research needs.

According to the Scientists Act, researchers issued licences must provide a summary report for
each year of their research. Accordingly, upon completion of your (licence year goes here, ie 2023)
field work in the Northwest Territories, please ensure that you provide a 200-word (maximum) non-
technical summary of your research findings to our office via researchlicensing.ece.gov.nt.ca. This
summary is due no later than October 31, 2023, or with your 2024 application, whichever is earlier.
In addition, we require a copy of your final report and copies of any papers that you publish that
pertain to research conducted under this licence. Finally, if/as applicable, please provide the
communities with copies of any reports that you have committed to providing or that they have
requested, as a condition of their support for your project. Such reports should be provided to the
communities prior to submitting a new application.

Thank you for assisting in the promotion and development of a scientific research community and
database within the Northwest Territories. The summary report and other information that you
provide are utilized in our annual report compendium, which is distributed to communities and
organizations in the NWT as well as to researchers across Canada. 

Best wishes for a successful study!

Sincerely,

Niccole Hammer
Manager, Scientific Services Office



Licence No. 17344
Traditional Knowledge

August 29, 2023
2023

Northwest Territories Scientific Research Licence

Issued by: Department of Education, Culture and Employment
Inuvik, Northwest Territories

Issued to: Mr. Alex Christian Oehler
University of Regina
3737 Wascana Parkway
University of Regina
Department of Anthropology
Regina, SK
Canada
S4S0A2
Phone: 3065854770
Email: alex.oehler@uregina.ca

Affiliation: University of Regina

Funding: SSHRC;

Team Members: Sarah Abbott, Alesha  Stark, Pradeep Barman,

Title: Sensory Acts: More Than Human Communication in the Circumpolar North

Objectives : This project seeks to create an Inuvialuit-owned database of instances of nonverbal
communication with animals and plants that will benefit future hunters, plant gatherers,
and game managers, as much as it will enlighten current scholarship on nonverbal
interspecies communication.

Dates of data collection: August 30, 2023 to December 31, 2023

Locations: Aklavik and Inuvik

Licence No. 17344 expires on December 31, 2023
Issued in the Town of Inuvik on August 29, 2023

____________________________

Andrea Giesbrecht
Science Administration Officer
Department of Education, Culture and Employment



Instructions for Multi-Year Research

The NWT Scientific Research Licence is issued for one calendar year, and expires December 31 of
the issuing year. Your research licence application was reviewed by community organizations under
the perspective of multiple years of research activity.

Please note that the attached licence is not a multiyear licence. Licences must be renewed annually,
through a simplified process.

Licence renewal is not guaranteed, and may be slowed by inadequate reporting and feedback to
communities, concerns over researcher conduct, or in some cases, significant changes within a
community.

Retain this letter with your licence, to guide you through renewal. Below are important points for
you to remember:

1. October 31 of the issuing year is the deadline for submission of your simplified research licence
renewal application. Instructions on how to complete the simplified application will be available
through the Department of Education, Culture and Employment’s (ECE) online system
(researchlicensing.ece.gov.nt.ca).  
2. Upon renewal, you will be prompted to confirm or update details of your research project. 
3. Prior to the above submission, a 200-word plain language summary report of field activities must
be submitted online, including preliminary findings, if any. Extensions on summary submissions may
be granted, upon request, for research being conducted late in the calendar year.
4. A new complete application may be required if significant changes in your research prompt new
potential concerns or impacts. Some examples are: new research area involving community
organizations that have not previously reviewed your application; new methodology or investigative
field, raising new potential impacts; new time period, in potential conflict with local communities'
traditional activities.

Please contact our office by phone at (867) 777-3298 ext. 231 or email at
researchlicensing@gov.nt.ca if you would like more information, or if there are questions about
changes in your research in future years.

Thank you and best wishes for a successful study! Sincerely,

Niccole Hammer
Manager, Scientific Services



August 29, 2023

Notification of Research

I would like to inform you that Northwest Territories Scientific Research Licence No. 17344 has
been issued to:

Mr. Alex Oehler
University of Regina
3737 Wascana Parkway
University of Regina
Department of Anthropology
Regina, SK
S4S0A2, Canada
Phone: 3065854770
Email: alex.oehler@uregina.ca

to conduct the following study:
Sensory Acts: More Than Human Communication in the Circumpolar North (5566)

Please contact the researcher if you would like more information about this research project.

Summary of Research

This licence has been issued for the scientific research application No.5566.

This project seeks to create an Inuvialuit-owned database of instances of nonverbal communication
with animals and plants that will benefit future hunters, plant gatherers, and game managers, as
much as it will enlighten current scholarship on nonverbal interspecies communication. Throughout
the duration of the project, the objectives of the study will be subject to negotiation with the
Inuvialuit steering committee. Deliverables, such as films and other publications, will be prepared in
close consultation with the Steering Committee, and where appropriate under co-authorship. The
project has four proposed guiding questions, each of which is subject to change, based on the
recommendations of the Steering Committee: 
1) How do animals, humans, and plants engage their senses as they share meaning across species
boundaries? 
2) How do differences in the perception of time and space (e.g. life rhythm) influence interspecies
understanding? 
3) What learnable nonverbal communicative acts have northerners observed in wild and domestic
beings?
4) What makes interspecies collaboration most productive for all parties involved? 

Members of the project team will spend time with hunters and Elders on the land, observing and
recording human-game interactions, including observations of game movement. Team members are
encouraged to assist with on-the-land activities as much as they can, while creating detailed



descriptions of activities. Members will also record semi-structured and open-ended interviews with
select hunters and Elders on the topic of observing and understanding animal and plant actions on
the land. This may include the placement of game cameras and discussion of captured footage.

Following each field season (summer/winter), project members will provide a report to the
communities in which the research took place (Aklavik, Inuvik). This can take the form of a gathering
with presentation at a community hall (Sitichinli Complex, Ingamo Hall), with students in local schools
(Moose Kerr, East Three), and at ARI in Inuvik. A written plain language report will also be issued
and made available on the project website.

The fieldwork for this study will be conducted from August 30, 2023 to December 31, 2023.

Sincerely,

_________________________
Niccole Hammer
Manager, Scientific Services Office
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