
Sample Interview Schedule for Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR) 
Questions for other regions/themes are addressed separately 
 
NOTE 1: The questions listed in this interview schedule are subject to change as the result of 
their review by the steering committee. Any reformulations and/or additions resulting from 
steering committee comments will be re-submitted for review to the Research Ethics Board.  
 
NOTE 2: We do not expect to ask interlocutors all listed questions. Neither do we expect 
interlocutors to respond directly. Instead, they may choose to tell one or more stories that in 
some way touch on the concerns reflected in this schedule. The following questions express the 
type of information the project is interested in prior to steering committee review. 
 
NOTE 3: When we use the word ‘plants,’ we refer to leafy greens, berries, root vegetables, 
seaweeds, mushrooms, lichens, flowers/buds, beverage-, chew-, and smoke/snuff-plants (cf., 
Bandringa et al. 2010), and trees. When we refer to ‘animals,’ we have in mind terrestrial/marine 
mammals, birds, fishes, reptiles, molluscs, and insects, among other species.   
 
    
 
Theme 1: How do animals, humans, and plants engage their senses as they share meaning 
across species boundaries? 
 
Human Awareness: Opening question: When you spend time on the land, how do you first 
become aware of the presence of [insert species]?  
Thematic prompts: 
a. Can you recall such an instance? 
b. Which senses are used in detecting animals? 
c. What kinds of mimicry do you use with animals? 
d. How did you learn mimicry for game? 
e. What do you communicate to game, and how? 
f. What kinds of protocol exist for game, and how do you follow it?   
 
Animal Awareness: Opening question: When you approach an animal with the intent of 
remaining undetected, at what point do you know you have been spotted?  
Thematic prompts: 
a. Can you recall an instance in which an animal observed you? 
b. How was the animal acting in your presence? 
c. How did the animal respond to your actions/movements? 
d. Which species do you consider especially smart? 
e. What are some of the smartest actions you have observed? 
f. What can you say about the ability of animals to trick others? 
 
Plant Awareness: Opening question: Under what conditions do [insert species] grow the best?  
Thematic prompts: 
g. How do people care for these locations? 
h. How can one know when is the right time to harvest? 



i. Who do you share plants with (humans, animals, etc.)? 
j. How do you follow protocol around plants? 
k. What can you say about plants recognizing (rightful/wrongful) harvesters? 
l. Can you say anything about how plants see the world? 

Theme 2: How do differences in the perception of time and space (e.g. life rhythm) 
influence interspecies understanding?  

Human Awareness: Opening question: Different species move at different speeds. How does 
this affect a hunter’s chances of an encounter? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. How does time of day/weather affect animals?  
b. How does one adjust to the rhythm of a game animal? 
c. What can you say about repeated encounters with the same individual? 
d. How do herd/pack/pod animals decide on direction? 
e. What can you see about an animal’s actions from its tracks? 
f. How hard should an animal be pursued (when ought one stop, why)? 
 
Animal Awareness: Opening question: What can you say about predator or prey animals getting 
used to the presence and technology of people? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What can you say about animal recognition of weapons, nets, or traps? 
b. Under what conditions are humans seen as more (or less) threatening? 
c. What are your thoughts on animals calculating human movement? 
d. How do shadows through ice or water affect fish? 
e. How are animals responding to roads/skidoo tracks? 
f. What are examples of animals using human objects? 
 
Plant Awareness: Opening question: How does the harvesting of plants and berries fit with the 
timing of other activities? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What is your experience with plants as helpers? 
b. What is the role of ‘prayer’ (ingiqtuiyuq) in making plant help effective? 
c. How have you used plants? 
d. How can plants or (divining) sticks help in finding game? 
e. What are some relationships between plants and animals? 
f. How do plants show agreement or resistance to people? 

Theme 3: What learnable nonverbal communicative acts have northerners observed in 
wild and domestic beings? 

Human Awareness: Opening question: What can you say about animals learning from human 
actions? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What kind of tricks do animals use in avoiding being tracked? 
b. How are animals responding to traps? 



c. What can you say about animals teaching their young? 
d. What kind of changes do you observe in animal actions over time? 
e. What are your thoughts on animal habits? 
f. How do habits emerge in animals? 
 
Animal Awareness: Opening question: How have you adjusted your actions, based on the 
preferences you see in game animals? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What can you learn about recent animal experiences by looking at them from a distance? 
b. What can you learn from an animal’s body about its life history? 
c. How do animals communicate with each other about your presence? 
d. How do game animals express willingness to die? 
e. Which kinds of animals indicate the likely presence of other species? 
f. What kind of skills are animals applying to different situations (e.g., diversion tactics)?  
 
Plant Awareness: Opening question: What kind of changes can you observe in plants over the 
course of your life? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What can you say about changes in the availability and location of plants? 
b. How has the strength of plants changed over time? 
c. How has the relationship between people and plants changed over time? 
d. What kind of relationships exist between specific patches and specific families? 
e. What kind of stories do you remember hearing about certain plants? 
f. What is the role of tubers today? 
 
Theme 4: What makes interspecies collaboration most productive for all parties involved? 
 
Human Awareness: Opening question: What animals do you rely on the most when out on the 
land? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. How important are dogs in hunting water fowl? 
b. What can you say about exchanges with wild animals (mutualism)? 
c. What animals can be partnered with as hunting/gathering companions? 
d. How do certain animals or plants help locate game? 
e. How do you ask or thank animals/plants for their help? 
f. How do you interpret the messages of helping animals/plants? 
 
Animal Awareness: Opening question: From your observations, which animal species seem to 
get along well? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What kind of animal cooperation have you observed? 
b. What kind of hunting skills can we learn from animals? 
c. How do you see animals express/interpret each other’s messages? 
d. How do predators (e.g., wolves) decide how much prey to take? 
e. Which animals follow you to benefit from your hunting? 
f. How do you encourage/discourage animals from following you?  



 
Plant Awareness: Opening question: What can you say about the similarities between plants 
and people? 
Thematic prompts: 
a. What can you know about a plant/tree’s life history from its stem (or from how it burns)? 
b. What is good plant stewardship? 
c. How are plants best expressed in dance or song? 
d. How does one obtain the right to harvest plants/trees? 
e. How do plants relate to each other? 
f. What can you say about plants communicating with each other? 
 


