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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE (SOP) 

 
Organiza7on: University of Regina SOP # SOP-SACTS-HWH-001 
Division: Dept. of Anthropology Effec7ve Date: August 10, 2023 
Issued by: Alex Oehler, PI Loca7on/Camp: Aklavik HTC territory 
Subject: Handling of Wildlife and Hunter-wildlife Interac7ons 
Revision:  Replaces:  

 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this SOP is to provide proper protocols and assist research staff in determining proper 
conduct prior and during all field operaJons involving Handling of Wildlife and Hunter-wildlife 
Interac7ons. 
  
Scope: 
Encompasses all SACTS research associates, including University of Regina SACTS project staff and co-
leading members of the Aklavik HTC located in the Inuvialuit SeOlement Region during periods of 
collaboraJve fieldwork on-the-land (outside of communiJes). 
 
Responsibili7es: 

• The Principal InvesJgator (PI) is responsible for development/implementaJon of the plan. 
• Research Staff (university researchers): 

o Successfully complete Animal Care Course (CCAC) 
o Adhere to protocols set out by University of Regina Research Ethics Board 
o Maintain Wilderness First Aid cerJficaJon 
o Successfully complete provincial or territorial Hunter Safety Training (if applicable) 

• Research Staff (Aklavik Hunters & Trappers members) 
o Adhere to Wildlife Act Aklavik HTC RegulaJons R-031-93 
o Pass Superintendent-approved trapping educaJon program  
o Successfully complete provincial or territorial Hunter Safety Training (or equivalent) 

 
Goal: 
The goal of this SOP for Handling of Wildlife and Hunter-wildlife Interac7ons is to guide data 
collecJon on nonverbal communicaJve strategies used by hunters and wildlife. By recording 
hunter/wildlife interacJons (e.g., how each observe/detect/interpret the presence and movement of 
the other) we can contribute important insight to the general state of knowledge about non-linguisJc 
communicaJon between species. Some non-linguisJc communicaJve modaliJes in hunJng contexts 
can include mimicry, calling, driving, and flushing. CommunicaJve capacity also includes 
understanding the use of posture, gesture, scent, and sound. Our researchers will apprenJce in the 
use of such skills under the guidance of experienced local hunters and trappers, while not altering 
established hunJng pracJces. 
 
Conserva7on:  
This research does not in and of itself encourage or require the capture, handling, or killing of animals. 
However, acJviJes such as mimicry, calling, driving, and flushing can be aimed at capturing and killing 
game species. We choose to work in a hunJng context, because previous research indicates hunters 
and trappers possess rich knowledge of the communicaJve capacity of wildlife. Some of the hunted 
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species in the NWT have special conservaJon status (e.g. Polar bear, Beluga whale), yet consJtute 
legal game for (some) Indigenous harvesters. Our research does not alter the number or type of game 
taken. We follow the “three Rs” by: 1) replacing lethal acJon with non-lethal observaJon where 
possible; 2) reducing the number of potenJal wildlife encounters from a staJsJcally representaJve 
sample size to numbers adequate for qualitaJve analysis; 3) refining observaJonal protocols through 
recursive methodology that allows previous interacJons to immediately inform subsequent instances.  
 
Pre-Fieldwork Procedures: 
 

 Steps Check 
1 Ensure Travel Authoriza7on Request Form has been approved prior to fieldwork 

departure (hOps://www.uregina.ca/policy/browse-policy/policy-EMP-050-005.html). 
 

2 Ensure Travel and Fieldwork Risk Assessment has been logged with required 
individuals (hOps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/pdf/Procedures/travel-and-
fieldwork-risk-assessment-form.pdf). 

 

3 Ensure adequate health and dental insurance plans have been selected for remote 
fieldwork (student researchers: hOps://www.ursu.ca/services/health-dental-plan/) 

 

4 Ensure all applicable Travel and Fieldwork Safety Procedures are being followed 
(hOps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/pdf/Procedures/travel-and-fieldwork-
procedures.pdf). 

 

5 Ensure Student Agreement Assump7on of Risk form is filled and submiOed, if 
applicable (hOps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/doc/student-travel-and-
fieldwork-assumpJon-of-risks.doc). 

 

 
Procedures for Preparing Departure from Communi7es: 
  

 Steps Check 
1 Ensure Safety Planning Record has been logged with appropriate (HTC/UofR) 

individuals in nearest community prior to departure. 
(hOps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/doc/travel-and-fieldwork-safety-
planning-record.doc). 

 

2 Ensure all Emergency Equipment has been updated and packed prior to each 
departure from community (First Aid Kit, 2-Way Satellite Messenger, Winter Road 
Survival Kit, Personal FloataJon Devices, compass/topographic maps, etc.). 

 

3 Ensure sufficient gasoline (for skidoos, boats, vehicles) has been obtained and 
securely stored for all days of travel based on planned route (including emergency 
raJon) before each departure from community. 

 

4 Ensure sufficient food (freeze dry/canned), water (purifier/filter), and shelter (tents, 
sleeping bags) have been packed for anJcipated number of people and days spent on 
the land. 

 

 
Procedures for Capturing and Handling Wildlife:  
 
NOTE: On June 28, 2023, following review of our applica7on to handle wildlife, Yukon Environment, 
Animal Health Unit, found that a recommenda7on from their commiBee was not needed, because our 
research is not directly handling wildlife. If researchers engage in the handling of live animals at any 
point, they do so as hunter appren7ces (learning-by-doing), or as licensed hunters and or trappers in 
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their own right, following the exper7se and instruc7on of their experienced (and licensed) hun7ng & 
trapping guides/instructors. Final responsibility lies with the hunters & trappers on whose trapline or 
private land the trapping ac7vity occurs. 
 

1 All wildlife capture by way of trapping must follow the Canada Wildlife Act - Trapping 
RegulaJons R-023-92 (R-092-2019)1 and may involve cages, leg snare restraint traps, live hold 
traps, neck snare traps, quick kill traps, and sof catch traps. 

2 Under no circumstances shall the following trap styles be used: traps with metal teeth or 
serrated jaws, hooks or sharp devices, foothold traps for beaver, mink, muskrat, or oOer 
(unless immediate drowning is guaranteed), spring pole with foothold traps, single strand wire 
snare (for species other than squirrel), neck snare traps without locking device. (Wildlife Act) 

3 Review traps, nets, and associated techniques to ensure all equipment used is legal, effecJve, 
and suited to the species and situaJon, avoiding non-target species (bi-catch). (CCAC Wildlife 
Guidelines and Wildlife Act) 

4 Ensure live hold traps are inspected no less than every 72 hours, remain well maintained, and 
de-acJvated prior and immediately following the trapping season for each targeted species 
and zone. (Wildlife Act) 

5 Legal and effecJve live hold traps2 may be used, but the aim of this research is not to handle 
live game. Hunter-game interacJons should always aim for the killing of target species in a 
purposeful, immediate, and humane manner. No chemical restraints will be used.  

6 Legal and effecJve quick kill traps may be used for diverse species. For lists of AIHTS cerJfied 
traps consult: hOps://fur.ca/cerJfied-traps/.  

7 All trapping acJviJes are to follow Best Trapping PracJces3 as outlined by insJtuJons guiding 
Canadian trapping pracJce, such as the Fur InsJtute of Canada. 

8 For live capture of canids, avoid injuries by aiming for opJmal strike locaJons (toes, pad, 
wrist), using jaw type or foot snares with shock absorbing springs, center mounted swivels, 
and anchoring chains (Fox – 1.5m chain, 30 cm stake; Coyote – 2.5 m chain, 50 cm stake; Wolf 
– 3 m chain, 120 cm stake). (Fur InsJtute of Canada) 

9 For live capture of Canada Lynx, avoid injuries by aiming for opJmal strike locaJon (toes/pad), 
using jaw type or foot snare with shock absorbing springs, center mounted swivels, and 
anchoring chain of no more that 24.5 cm. (Fur InsJtute of Canada) 

10 For live capture of Black Bear, using a foot snare with single use snare lock and swivel or 
bucket, uJlize a fixed anchor system in which the chain or cable can move freely around the 
base of a solid min. 6” diameter tree, allowing for 60 cm (trail set) to the snare, or 120 cm 
(bucket set) to the bucket. (Fur InsJtute of Canada) 

11 To dispatch or kill a live animal that is trapped, wounded, diseased, or injured, without causing 
unnecessary suffering, it is best to shoot it in the head with a small caliber firearm (e.g., .22 
caliber rimfire rifle) or with a shotgun (gauge .410). Assess risk of injury to self and others 
before approaching the animal carefully and quietly to reduce agitaJon. Assess injuries in the 
animal. Animals incapacitated from injury should be dispatched. If a female is accompanied by 
young within dependency period, also dispatch offspring.4  

 
1 h#ps://www.jus,ce.gov.nt.ca/en/files/legisla,on/wildlife/wildlife.r12.pdf  
2 h#ps://fur.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/IDsheets_lIvecapturetraps_JANVIER2023.pdf  
3 h#ps://fur.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/best_trapping_prac,ces-July-2018.pdf  
4 h#ps://bestprac,ceguides.org.uk/culling/humane-dispatch/  
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12 Use of knife: In situaJons where a firearm cannot be used (i.e., unavailable, malfuncJoning, 
public danger, etc.), a trapped, injured, and incapacitated animal can be dispatched with a 
knife by an experienced operator. Approach animal, if deemed safe, using sharp knife with 
fixed blade of no less than 120mm in length. To bleed the animal humanely, “make a deep, 
transverse cut across the animal’s throat at the angle of the jaw. Cut deeply, severing the blood 
vessels, trachea and oesophagus, unJl the blade of the knife touches the spine. There should 
be two powerful jets of blood from the caroJd arteries and a flow from the jugular veins. The 
heart may conJnue to pump unJl the carcass is ex-sanguinated.” Depending on species, 
sJcking the heart may be a more effecJve alternaJve.5 (Humane Slaughter AssociaJon) 

13 Use of blunt trauma: Where the appropriate firearm or knife is unavailable, the incapacitated 
animal can be dispatched by blunt force trauma. To kill small to medium sized mammals, 
administer a “hard, sharp blow to the base of the skull with a blunt metal or heavy wooden 
bar.” If final death is uncertain, following blunt trauma, a secondary method, such as 
decapacitaJon should be used. (SOP 15.1, Gov of Western AUS)6 

14 Use of cervical dislocaJon: This method is suitable for birds or smaller mammals of up to 
150g. This method should only be used by trained individuals. (SOP 15.1, Gov of Western AUS) 

15 Confirming death: Before a carcass is disposed, be sure to confirm total absence of breathing, 
lack of corneal reflex and/or eyelid reflex, glazing of the eyes, cessation of heartbeat/pulse, 
and a graying mucus membrane (where applicable). (SOP 15.1, Gov of Western AUS) 

16  Live release of trapped animals should occur only where no incapacitaJng injury has been 
incurred. Assess potenJal risk of release to public safety when located near a residenJal area, 
camp-, or worksite.    

 
Procedures to Ensure Human Safety: 
 

1 When handling raw flesh, blood, innards, excrement, or any other part or fluid of a killed animal, 
be sure to properly wash and/or disinfect all contact points to avoid the transmission of zoonoJc 
diseases.  

3 Carry legal non-expired bear spray cannisters when traveling outside community, and follow ECC 
Bear Safety guidelines (hOps://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/services/bear-safety) and ECC Wolf Safety 
Guidelines 
(hOps://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/sites/ecc/files/resources/fact_sheet_wd_wolves_in_the_northwest
_territories_nov_2018.pdf) 

 Bear spray must be registered to the name of its operator at point of purchase. All un-used, non-
expired bear spray canisters can be donated to ARI in Inuvik prior to departure by air.  

 During fieldwork in remote locaJons, all foods should be stored in bear-proof food containers 
and at least 100 meters downwind from camp.  

4 Be prepared for other risks and hazards by always wearing a helmet when traveling by skidoo, 
ATV, or side-by-side. Always wear a PFD when on or near open water bodies.  

5 Follow all Travel and Fieldwork Safety Procedures (UofR) as prevenJve measures to minimize 
risks. 

 
Suppor7ng Documents: 
 

 
5 h#ps://www.hsa.org.uk/bleeding-and-pithing/bleeding  
6 h#ps://www.cdu.edu.au/files/2019-11/dpaw-sop15.1-humane-killing-of-animals.pdf  
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1 Wildlife Research Permit (GNWT): pending 
2 Wildlife ObservaJon Permit (GNWT): issued June 27, 2023 
3 Wildlife Handling Permit (GNWT): leOer confirming non-requirement, issued June 27, 2023 
4 Animal Care CommiOee Approval (University of Regina): pending 
5 Aklavik Hunters & Trappers LeOer of Support: issued March 29, 2023 
6 Inuvialuit Game Council LeOer of Support: issued April 11, 2023  

 

 
 
 


