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Purpose: 
The purpose of this SOP is to provide proper protocols and assist research staff in determining proper 
conduct prior and during all field operaIons involving Research of Human-animal Interac7ons in Dog 
Kennels. 
 
Scope: 
Encompasses all SACTS research associates, including University of Regina SACTS project staff. 
 
Responsibili7es: 

• The Principal InvesIgator (PI) is responsible for development/implementaIon of the plan. 
• Research Staff (university researchers): 

o Successfully complete Animal Care Course (CCAC) 
o Adhere to protocols set out by University of Regina Research Ethics Board 
o Maintain Wilderness First Aid cerIficaIon 
o Successfully complete provincial or territorial Hunter Safety Training (if applicable) 

 
Goal: 
The goal of this SOP for Research of Human-animal Interac7ons in Dog Kennels is to guide data 
collecIon on nonverbal communicaIve strategies used by dog trainers, care takers, and clients and 
sled, race, and/or other dogs, as well as other species who are part of interspecies collaboraIons 
and/or communicaIons. By recording human-animal interacIons (e.g., how each 
observe/detect/interpret the presence and movement of the other) we can contribute important 
insight to the general state of knowledge about non-linguisIc communicaIon between species. Some 
non-linguisIc communicaIve modaliIes in collaboraIve contexts can include mimicry, calling, driving, 
disciplining, and playing. CommunicaIve capacity also includes understanding the use of posture, 
gesture, scent, and sound. Our researchers will apprenIce in the use of such skills under the guidance 
of experienced local trainers, care takers, and racers (mushers), while not altering established training, 
breeding, and/or business pracIces. 
 
Conserva7on:  
This research project does not insIgate any breeding, selecIon, handling, training, or culling of 
animals that would not occur outside of its parIcipaIon. However, any such acIviIes may be part of 
what our researchers observe and record during their research. We choose to work in kennel contexts, 
because previous research indicates breeders and mushers possess rich knowledge of the 
communicaIve capacity of sled dogs. Our research does not seek to alter the number or type of dogs 
selected for training, and our work does not involve any animal experiments. 
 
Pre-Fieldwork Procedures: 



 
 Steps Check 
1 Ensure Travel Authoriza7on Request Form has been approved prior to fieldwork 

departure (hXps://www.uregina.ca/policy/browse-policy/policy-EMP-050-005.html). 
 

2 Ensure Travel and Fieldwork Risk Assessment has been logged with required 
individuals (hXps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/pdf/Procedures/travel-and-
fieldwork-risk-assessment-form.pdf). 

 

3 Ensure adequate health and dental insurance plans have been selected for remote 
fieldwork (student researchers: hXps://www.ursu.ca/services/health-dental-plan/) 

 

4 Ensure all applicable Travel and Fieldwork Safety Procedures are being followed 
(hXps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/pdf/Procedures/travel-and-fieldwork-
procedures.pdf). 

 

5 Ensure Student Agreement Assump7on of Risk form is filled and submiXed, if 
applicable (hXps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/doc/student-travel-and-
fieldwork-assumpIon-of-risks.doc). 

 

 
Procedures for Preparing Departure from Communi7es: 
  

 Steps Check 
1 Ensure Safety Planning Record has been logged with appropriate (Field Hosts/UofR) 

individuals in nearest community prior to departure. 
(hXps://www.uregina.ca/hr/hsw/assets/docs/doc/travel-and-fieldwork-safety-
planning-record.doc). 

 

2 Ensure all Emergency Equipment has been updated and packed prior to each 
departure from community (First Aid Kit, 2-Way Satellite Messenger, Winter Road 
Survival Kit, Personal FloataIon Devices, compass/topographic maps, etc.). 

 

3 Ensure sufficient gasoline (for skidoos, boats, vehicles) has been obtained and 
securely stored for all days of travel based on planned route (including emergency 
raIon) before each departure from community. 

 

4 Ensure sufficient food (freeze dry/canned), water (purifier/filter), and shelter (tents, 
sleeping bags) have been packed for anIcipated number of people and days spent on 
the land. 

 

 
Procedures for Research with Dogs:  
 

1 Research personnel who engage with dogs at/or near a dog kennel will strive to follow The 
Code of PracIce for Canadian Kennel OperaIons (CVMA, 2018), as well as the Sled Dog Code 
of Care (The CCFSD, 2018) and/or the Sled Dog Code of PracIce (Ministry of Ag, BC, 2012). 

2 Welfare: Researchers follow The World OrganizaIon for Animal Health (OIE) Guiding Principles 
on Animal Welfare, including the “five freedoms” (freedom from hunger and thirst, freedom 
from discomfort, pain, injury or disease, freedom to express normal behavior, and freedom 
from fear and distress). 

3 NutriIon: Researchers ensure that dogs who are in their care are: 1) fed no less than once per 
24 hours, 2) receive a balanced diet that meets individual nutriIonal requirements, 3) that 
food containers are kept clean from contaminants, 4) that clean, palatable water is provided in 
sufficient quanIIes, and 5) that water containers are kept clean. 



4 Husbandry: Researchers ensure that dogs who are in their care are: 1) frequently groomed to 
prevent excessive heat, maeng, or parasite infestaIon, and 2), their nails are maintained to 
avoid skin/foot pad penetraIon and digital displacement. 

5 Consent: Researchers ensure that dogs who are in their care are: 1) never worked beyond 
their willingness, ability, or preparedness; 2) never dragged or otherwise coerced; 3) never 
subjected to performance enhancing drugs; 4) administered analgesics and anI-
inflammatories only under veterinary supervision, 5) never trained with the use of fear, 
distress, or pain.  

6 Equipment: Researchers caring for sled dogs ensure: 1) harnesses/equipment are properly 
fiXed/comfortable; 2) all equipment is clean and in good care; 3) a tool is carried to quickly 
remove tangled ganglines/tuglines; 4) all collars are comfortable and properly fiXed. 

7 Environment: Researchers ensure that dogs who are in their care are never worked under 
condiIons that will lead to suffering from hypothermia, frostbite, hyperthermia, or 
dehydraIon. 

8 Trail first aid / emergency euthanasia: Researchers who are caring for injured sled dogs on a 
trail at a distance from kennel staff make use of their trail first aid kit, based on previous 
arrangement with kennel staff. Under condiIons of criIcal distress (in absence of a pracIcing 
veterinarian), the competent researcher should perform euthanasia by firearm (if fully 
licensed and in permiXed area), based on previous arrangement with kennel staff. 

9 Tethering: Researchers ensure choke collars are never used. Tethering systems must be 
comfortable, regularly inspected for damage, be at least 1.83 m long, have no less than one 
swivel at the collar allowing for 360 degrees rotaIon.  

10 Data collecIon: All of the above measures also apply to, and will be respected during, 
research-related pracIces such as audio-visual recording of dog-human interacIons. Example: 
the pracIce of mounIng an acIon camera on a harnessed dog must take into account dog 
consent (point 5), equipment consideraIons (point 6), and tethering standards (point 9). 

 
Procedures to Ensure Human Safety: 
 

1 ZoonoIc diseases at point of injury: When handling raw flesh, blood, innards, excrement, or any 
other part or fluid of a wounded animal, be sure to properly wash and/or disinfect all contact 
points to avoid the transmission of zoonoIc diseases.  

2 PrevenIon of undetected zoonoIc diseases: Researchers will make every effort to: 1) 
frequently wash hands, dishes, tools, faciliIes; 2) be aware of vaccinaIon and de-worming 
schedules; 3) prevent exposure to Icks; 4) be cauIous of raw food sources; 5) prevent dogs 
from contact with carcasses; 6) avoid play leading to significant bites and scratches; 7) idenIfy 
vulnerable people (pregnant, immunocompromised, etc.).  

3 Wilderness preparedness: Researcher carry legal non-expired bear spray cannisters when 
traveling outside community, and follow ECC Bear Safety guidelines 
(hXps://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/services/bear-safety) and ECC Wolf Safety Guidelines 
(hXps://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/sites/ecc/files/resources/fact_sheet_wd_wolves_in_the_northwest
_territories_nov_2018.pdf) 

4 Bear spray must be registered to the name of its operator at point of purchase.  
5 During fieldwork in remote locaIons, all foods should be stored in bear-proof food containers 

and at least 100 meters downwind from camp.  
6 Be prepared for other risks and hazards by always wearing a helmet when traveling by skidoo, 

ATV, or side-by-side. Always wear a PFD when on or near open water bodies.  



7 Follow all Travel and Fieldwork Safety Procedures (UofR) as prevenIve measures to minimize 
risks. 

 
Suppor7ng Documents: 
 

1 Animal Care CommiXee Approval (University of Regina): pending 
2 Sled Dog Code of PracIce, Ministry of Agriculture, BriIsh Columbia, 2012: 

hXps://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-
seafood/animal-and-crops/animal-welfare/sled_dog_code_of_pracIce.pdf  

3 A Code of PracIce for Canadian Kennel OperaIons, Canadian Veterinary Medical AssociaIon, 
2018: hXps://www.canadianveterinarians.net/media/jgkpjouk/a-code-of-pracIce-for-
canadian-kennel-operaIons-3rd-ediIon-2018.pdf  

4 Sled Dog Code of Care, The Canadian CoaliIon for Sled Dogs, 2018: hXps://isdvma.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/Canada-CFSD-Codes.pdf  

 

 
 
 
 


