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Applica'on for the Humani'es Research Ins'tute Fellowship, 2023-2024 
Alex Oehler, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, U of R 
 
Regina, 17 April 2023 
 
 

1. Title:  
 
Discourse Analysis with Pre-linguisBc CommunicaBve Partners 
 

2. Abstract:  
 
Discourse analysis (DA) is a qualitaBve approach, studying the relaBonship between speech acts 
and the social environment. It traces how language use affects the social sphere, and vice-versa. 
Our research adapts strategies from DA to non-linguisBc interacBon between humans, animals, 
and plants. As part of a 5-year externally funded research project on non-verbal interspecies 
communicaBon, we seek to develop a methodological tool kit for the study of more than human 
meaning making in the humaniBes.  
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3. Detailed Statement of Research Proposal:  
 
“Discourse Analysis with Pre-linguisBc CommunicaBve Partners” is a sub-project of “Sensory 
Acts” (SACTS), which is a 5-year research project, supported in part by the Social Sciences and 
HumaniBes Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). I, Alex Oehler, am the PI of this project, and 
Dr. Sarah AbboU in MAP is the co-invesBgator with a 30% research commitment. There are 
currently two SACTS project-related MA researchers and a PhD student will join the team in 
2024. SACTS is based on the premise that animals, plants, and humans share an ancient history 
of nonverbal communicaBon. For most Western thinkers, the human ability to speak and 
express abstract thought separates us from animals and plants. Rather than focus on what may 
set us apart, this project explores the shared capacity of humans and other beings for sensory 
nonverbal communicaBon. We pursue this goal through a study of posture, gesture, scent, and 
sound. Informed by northern Indigenous and non-Indigenous experiences with animals and 
plants, our project expands current knowledge about mulBspecies collaboraBon in the 
Circumpolar North. 
 
The 1-year tenure with HRI will focus on a smaller aspect of the larger 5-year SACTS project: We 
will test the usefulness of aspects of discourse analysis (DA) in contexts of non-verbal 
communicaBon in two of our field sites, starBng in July 2023. DA consists of a range of 
qualitaBve methods normally used in communicaBon studies to analyze relaBonships between 
speech acts and the social environment. In absence of speech acts, we speak of ‘nonverbal 
literacies,’ which abound among the hunters and animal keepers of our field sites. The tesBng of 
this method will be carried out by myself (PI) in collaboraBon with community representaBves, 
as well as by Anthropology MA students Alesha Stark and Pradeep Doley Barman, over the 
summer field season of 2023. Our work will take place under REB approval (UofR), Northwest 
Territories research licensing (ARI), and formal community agreements (AHTC and IGC).1   
 
We are witnessing a growing interest across the humaniBes to study the human experience as a 
phenomenon entangled in interspecies relaBons. Many authors now speak of a more-than-
human history (e.g., BeUs et al., 2015), and there is broad concern with how humans, animals, 
and plants will be living alongside each other in the Anthropocene (e.g., BlaUner 2019; Corbey 
and Lanjouw 2013). What is sBll lacking are the methodological tools for scholars in the 
humaniBes to systemaBcally study how humans and animals, including plants (Marder 2013), 
collecBvely make sense of each other and the world (cf., Cornips 2019). We seek to offer a 
response by conducBng a systemaBc analysis of our ethnographic record of non-linguisBc 
semioBc encounters between species. 
 
Our goal is to use this research to directly inspire public debate on the needs, intenBons, and 
life worlds of nonhumans during a criBcal Bme in the Anthropocene. Our team’s experience 
comes from the Canadian ArcBc, Siberia, and Mongolia. We use visual and sonic methods to 
explore new ways of understanding embodiment, immersion, and experienBal apprenBcing. 
Carefully observing the work of specialist herders, hunters, and gatherers, our doctoral and 

 
1 ARI = Aurora Research Ins/tute; AHTC = Aklavik Hunters and Trappers Commi<ee; IGC = Inuvialuit Game Council. 
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master’s student researchers, and our internaBonal collaborators, ask: How do animals, 
humans, and plants engage their senses as they share meaning across species boundaries? How 
do differences in the percepBon of Bme and space (e.g., life rhythm) influence interspecies 
understanding? What learnable nonverbal communicaBve acts have northerners observed in 
wild and domesBc beings? What makes interspecies collaboraBon most producBve for all 
parBes involved? 
 
We look at how culture is shared by diverse beings. Although all dogs tend to act alike, we 
cannot speak of a “dog culture” but “a culture of the history of dogs with humans that 
transformed both dogs and humans, and created an arBfact” (Despret in Buchanan, et al. 
2015:173). Our team integrates our sensory research experiences (e.g., apprenBcing with 
hunters and/or herders) with oral histories (interviewing Elders about plant and pasture use) 
and route finding to study how co-consBtuted decision making and life ways take place among 
moving, staBonary, wild, and domesBc species (cf., Krupenye and Call 2019). Our detailed 
ethnographic accounts will push current debates in the nonhuman turn, animal and plant 
studies, and the growing field of interspecies communicaBon, showing how sensory awareness 
(Laplante et al., 2020) can shape industry, subsistence and sustainability pracBces in 
communiBes comprised of many species.  
 
Our team will be working under the auspices of (and as a co-led project with) the Inuvialuit 
Hunters and Trappers CommiUee of the Hamlet of Aklavik in the Inuvialuit SeUlement Region, 
Northwest Territories, Canada. We may also work with animal keepers in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, parBcularly in the realm of dog mushing (for sled-dog races). The project’s research 
team also includes seven other scholars from Norway, France, Turkey, Germany, Finland, 
Australia, and Canada, focusing primarily on our oversees field sites in Mongolia and Germany. 
Each of them have already contributed extensively to the field of emerging methods in 
interspecies relaBons (AbboU 2020, 2021a, 2021b; Fijn 2012; Fijn and Kavesh 2020; Marchina 
2021, 2016; Oehler 2021, 2020, 2012; Schroer 2021, 2015). 
 
As the PI of this project, I am planning to co-edit a peer-reviewed book or journal special issue 
with SACTS Collaborator Victorica Peemot (University of Helsinki) on emerging methods in 
research on non-verbal interspecies communicaBon in the humaniBes in 2024. This body of 
work is based on a panel we organized at the Annual Anthropology Conference of the Finnish 
Anthropological Society (Rovaniemi, March 2023), enBtled “Beyond speech: toward a northern 
sensory ecology of animals, plants, and humans.” In parallel, I am preparing an edited peer-
reviewed book with the University of Regina Press, which tackles emerging interdisciplinary 
methods for the study of shared cultural spaces between humans and other animals, seen from 
the perspecBves of an internaBonal group of anthropologists and other scholars and 
researchers within the humaniBes. The research proposed here will help inform the direcBon of 
my (co-)editorship of these two volumes. 
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5. Budget (Research) 
 
For the period July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 we budget $4,000 toward graduate student field work 
on Discourse Analysis in nonverbal contexts with hunters and animal trainers in the Northwest 
Territories, northern Saskatchewan, and/or Manitoba:  
 

• We hope to allocate $2,000 to graduate student Alesha Stark who will be working with 
Inuvialuit women hunters on the Beaufort Sea coast (Yukon North Slope) and in the 
Mackenzie Delta (Northwest Territories), both of which form part of the ancestral 
Inuvialuit SeUlement Region (ISR). She will be documenBng on-the-land acBviBes for a 
period of two months (July-August), during which Bme she will be responsible for the 
transportaBon costs of her interlocutors and herself. She will be traveling over hundreds 
of kilometers by boat between the remote hamlet of Aklavik and hunBng camps on the 
ArcBc Sea coast and in the river delta. Her expenses will include gasoline for river and 
coastal boats and possibly food and accommodaBon, safety equipment, and survival and 
camping gear. SACTS will cover addiBonal expenses. 

 
• We hope to allocate the remaining $2,000 to graduate student Pradeep Barman who 

will be working with First NaBons and/or seUler-descendent dog mushers in 
Saskatchewan and/or Manitoba. He will be volunteering as an aid and apprenBce to 
sled-dog breeders, keepers, and trainers over the summer training period. His 
volunteered labour will likely cover part of his room and board expenses over the two 
months of his field work (July-August). The allocated funds would go towards 
transportaBon costs between Regina and the field site, between field sites 1 and 2, back 
country dog travel and safety equipment and camera equipment, and/or survival and 
camping gear. SACTS will cover addiBonal expenses. 

 
Student, thesis ,tle, loca,on, dates Item Cost 
Alesha Stark, The Re-Emergence of 
the Huntress, Aklavik, NWT, 1. July – 
31. August, 2023 

Inuvik – Aklavik (boat) $300 
Aklavik – Inuvik (boat) $300 
Aklavik – Coastal Camp 1 (boat) $500 
Coastal Camp – Aklavik (boat) $500 
Aklavik – Delta Camp 1 (boat) $200 
Aklavik – Delta Camp 2 (boat) $200 

 Total: $2,000 
Student, thesis ,tle, loca,on, dates Item Cost 
Pradeep Barman, The Pack’s 
Purpose: An Inquiry into Canine 
In?macies of the Canadian North, 
Prince Albert area, SK, 1. July – 31. 
August, 2023 

Regina – Prince Albert return (vehicle) $370 
Transport between field site 1 and 2 $370 
Emergency satellite messenger $500 
Emergency satellite messenger subscrip/on (2 months) $160 
GoPro camera   $540 
GoPro camera hands-free harness $60 

 Total: $2,000 
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6. Budget (Lecture, Seminar Series, etc.) 

Deliverable 1: 

Together with the two graduate researchers, I am planning on giving a co-authored talk to HRI, 
summarizing the preliminary results of our attempts to test discourse analysis in the nonverbal 
interspecies contexts of our three field sites, following the 2023 summer field season. As the 
talk can be delivered via Zoom, there should not be any financial burden to HRI funds. 

Deliverable 2: 

Together with SACTS’s co-investigator, Dr. Sarah Abbott, I have been organizing a monthly 
reading group with international scholarly attendance on emerging methods in the humanities 
for animal, plant, and human nonverbal communication. Each of the meetings is recorded on 
Zoom. I would like to use the additional funds of $1,000 to hire an assistant to help me edit the 
first 10 sessions into a podcast freely available to the public. At the time of this application, we 
have six recorded sessions, and by June 16, 2023 we will have the material for 10 sessions to be 
edited and published. The topics covered in this reading group – and the feedback received 
from scholars in our discussions – are formative to the research proposed here and elsewhere. 

Episode Title Date Cost 
SACTS-RG#001 
Scent 1 

Mapping with Granö’s Nose - 
Conceptual Approaches to Scent  

Friday, September 16, 2022, 
10:00am-12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#002 
Scent 2 

Does Scent Defeat Language? - 
Methodological Approaches to Scent  

Friday, October 21, 2022, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#003 
Perception 1 

Uexküll Then and Now - Conceptual 
Approaches to Biosemiotics 

Friday, November 18, 2022, 
10:00am-12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#004 
Perception 2 

Taking Uexküll to Task – Methodol. 
Approaches to Biosemiotics 

Friday, December 16, 2022, 
10:00am-12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#005 
Thought 1 

What did Bateson Leave Us With? - 
Conceptual Approaches to Cognition 

Friday, January 20, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#006 
Thought 2 

Distributed Multispecies Cognition – 
Methodol. Appr. to Cognition 

Friday, February 17, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#007 
Signs 1 

Peirce & Multispecies - Conceptual 
Approaches to Signs 

Friday, March 17, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#008 
Signs 2 

Semiotic Ethnography - 
Methodological Approaches to Signs 

Friday, April 21, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#009 
Sound 1 

Is Acoustic Ecology Still a Thing? - 
Conceptual Approaches to Hearing 

Friday, May 19, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

SACTS-RG#010 
Sound 2 

Sonic Ethnography - Methodological 
Approaches to Hearing 

Friday, June 16, 2023, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

$100 

  Total: $1,000 
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7. Curriculum Vitae for Alex Oehler (PI) 

CURRICULUM VIATE 
March 2023 
 
Current Employment 
01/07/2023 
- present 

Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Arts, University of Regina, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

 
Past Employment 
01/07/2020 
- 
30/06/2023 

Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Arts, University of Regina, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

01/07/2017 
- 
30/06/2020 

Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Prince George, University of Northern Bri/sh 
Columbia, Canada 

31/08/2016- 
03/05/2017 

Instructor Level I, Department of Anthropology, University of Northern Bri/sh Columbia, Prince 
George, Canada 

04/01/2016 
- 
22/04/2016 

Instructor, Anthropology, University Transfer Program, College of New Caledonia, Prince George, 
Canada 

15/12/2012 
- 
03/04/2015 

Teaching/Research Assistant, Department of Anthropology, School of Social Sciences, University 
of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, United Kingdom 

 
Education 
01/10/2012 
- 
02/04/2017 

PhD in Social Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of Aberdeen, UK. Thesis: 
Being Between Beings: Soiot Herder-Hunters in a Sacred Landscape. 

01/09/2010 
- 
30/09/2012 

MA Anth./First Na,ons Studies, UNBC. Thesis: Inuvialuit Language & IdenPty: PerspecPves on 
the Symbolic Meaning of Inuvialuktun in the Canadian W. ArcPc. 

01/09/2008 
- 
01/05/2010 

BA in Anthropology, University of Northern Bri/sh Columbia, Minor in Circumpolar Studies, 
University of the Arc/c. 

 
Special Professional Qualifications 
01/06/2022 
- 
30/06/2022 

Cer,ficate, The Fundamentals of OCAP, First Na/ons Informa/on Governance Centre to 
familiarize researchers with ownership, control, access, and possession protocols. 

21/07/2013 
- 
10/09/2013 

Cer,ficate, PhD course, “Boreal Forest History, Biodiversity and Dynamics,” Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Forest Ecology and Management. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Dr. OEHLER Alex  
Assistant Professor 
 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina SK Canada S4S 0A2  
Phone: 306-585-4770  
Email: alex.oehler@uregina.ca 
www.uregina.ca/arts/anthropology 
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Professional Awards 
27/05/2022 President’s Award for Teaching Excellence, University of Regina ($2,000) 

 
Languages 
German Fluent, advanced (na/ve): reading, wri/ng, speaking  
English Fluent, advanced: reading, wri/ng, speaking 
Russian Fluent, upper-intermediate to advanced: reading, wri/ng, speaking 

 
1. RESEARCH 

 
Research Interests 
• Ethnographic research on human-animal rela/ons, landscape phenomenology 
• Indigenous cosmology, shamanism, sen/ent landscapes, design anthropology 
• Community-based fieldwork with Inuvialuit, NWT, Canada and Soiots, Bur. Rep., Southern Siberia, Russia 
• Ethnohistorical research in Canadian and Siberian archives 
• Indigenous and Se<ler cosmology and syncre/sm 
• Northern-specific ar/cula/ons of hun/ng vs. breeding 
• Language, iden/ty, and land use in the Canadian Arc/c 

 
Research or Equivalent Grants (PI = principal investigator, CI = co-investigator) 
2022 Sapporo University, 

Japan 
Canada-Japan research exchange funded by Sapporo 
University (cost covered, amount es/mated) (PI) 

$3,500 

2022 Embassy of France to 
Canada (Mourou/ 
Strickland) 

Canada-France Research Exchange, Campus France 
(cost covered, amount es/mated) (PI) 

$3,500 

2022 SSHRC IG Sensory Acts: More Than Human Communica/on in 
the Circumpolar North (PI) 

$344,497 

2022 Heritage Canada Open Spaces — Close Encounters (PI) $5,000 
2022 SSHRC CG Open Spaces — Close Encounters (PI) $24,907 
2022 President’s Conference 

Grant (UofR) 
Open Spaces — Close Encounters (PI) $6,500 

2022 VPR Discre/onary 
Award (UofR) 

Open Spaces — Close Encounters (PI) $24,127 

2022 VPR Start-up (UofR) Start Up Research Grant (PI) $2,000 
2021 Start-Up Fund (UofR) Start Up Research Grant (PI) $10,000 
2021 ACF (UofR)  Academic Conf. Fund (Open Spaces - Close Enc.) (PI) $3,500 
2020 Faculty Assoc. (UNBC) Fieldwork support (PI) $1,000 
2020 Bridge Grant (UNBC) Silva Domus: Our Forest, Our Home (PI) $8,928 
2019 SoTL Grant Learning Pedagogies  $3,000 
2019 SSHRC Exch. Grant Distance & Speed: Space, Velocity, Inner Asia (PI) $3,000 
2018 - 2019 Internal Research Fund 

(UNBC)  
Human-Environment Rela/ons in Eurasia (PI) $10,000 

2018 Indiana University Responsive and Coercive Lines: Nego/a/ng Roads (PI) $800 
2015 U of Aberdeen Northern Colonialism (PI) $1,800 
2012 - 2018 ERC Arc/c Domus (CI) $775,510 
2014 Leverhulme Grant China/Russia border research (CI) $3,900 
2014 U of Aberdeen Northern Colonialism (PI) $3,075 
2013 Angus Pelham Burn Siberian Fieldwork (PI) $6,150 
2012 - 2015 U of Aberdeen N. Colonialism: Hist. Connec/ons, Cont. Lives (PI) $24,666 
2011 Nasivvik Inuit Health Language Revitaliza/on and Mental Health (PI) $5,000 
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2011 SSHRC Inuvialuit Language and Iden/ty (PI) $5,000 
2010 - 2012 UNBC Postgraduate Research Awards (PI) $5,000 

 
 
Publications 
Books  
(Peer Reviewed) 

Oehler, A. (2020). Beyond Wild and Tame: Soiot Encounters in a SenPent Landscape. New 
York: Berghahn Press. 

Ar/cles 
(Peer Reviewed) 

Oehler, A. (2022) Crafting Crafty: Dispatches From The Wolf-Human Interface. The 
Twelfth International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS 12), 1: 516–522. Amsterdam 
University Press. https://doi.org/10.5117/9789048557820/ICAS.2022.060  
Oehler, A. (2021). Humans and Dogs of Mountainous Inner Asia: Sensory Collaboration 
and Personhood. Hum Ecol 49, 765–778. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10745-021-00245-w. 
Oehler, A. (2020) The Care Work of Balance: Apportioning Life in Soiot Herder-Hunter 
Households of the Eastern Sayan Mountains. Inner Asia, 22(2): 237–254. 
https://doi.org/10.1163/22105018-12340149 
Oehler, A. (2020) Pacing Transhumance: Examples of Rhythm Alignment in the Eastern 
Sayan Mountains. Inner Asia 22(1): 67–86. https://doi.org/10.1163/22105018-12340136 
Oehler, A. (2018) Social Memory and Oka-Soiot Reindeer Herders: On the Challenges of 
Reindeer in Mul/ Species Mountain Households. J of Ancient Tech Lab 14(3): 112–123. 

Edited Books  
 

Oehler, A., and A. Varfolomeeva. (2019) Multispecies Households in the Saian 
Mountains: Ecology at the Russia-Mongolia Border. London: Lexington Books. 

Chapters Oehler, A. (2023) Fluctuating Human-Animal Relations: Soiot Herder-Hunters of South-
Central Siberia. In Davydov, V., Ferguson, J., and Ziker, J.P. Eds. The Siberian World. 
London: Routledge. 
Oehler, A. (2019) Introduction. In Oehler, A. and Varfolomeeva, A. Eds. Multispecies 
Households in the Saian Mountains: Ecology at the Russia-Mongolia Border. London: 
Lexington books. 
Oehler, A. and I. Rassadin (2019) On the Role of the Horse in Tofa Households. In 
Oehler, A. and Varfolomeeva, A. Eds. Multispecies Households in the Saian Mountains: 
Ecology at the Russia-Mongolia Border. London: Lexington books. 
Oehler, A. (2019) Taking Stock: Tofa Reindeer Herding Today. In Oehler, A. and 
Varfolomeeva, A. Eds. Multispecies Households in the Saian Mountains: Ecology at the 
Russia-Mongolia Border. London: Lexington books. 
Oehler, A. (2019) Falling In and Out of Rhythm. In Oehler, A. and Varfolomeeva, A. Eds. 
Multispecies Households in the Saian Mountains: Ecology at the Russia-Mongolia Border. 
London: Lexington books. 
Oehler, A (2018) Hunters in Their Own Right: Perspectival Sharing in Soiot Hunters and 
Their Dogs. In Wishart, R., Losey, R., Loovers, JPL. Eds. Dogs in the North. London, 
Routledge. Pp. 40-56. 

Transla/ons Klokov, K.B., transl. by A. Oehler (2019) People, Reindeer, and All the Others: The 
Shared Taiga as Common Tofa Household. In Oehler, A. and Varfolomeeva, A. Eds. 
Multispecies Households in the Saian Mountains: Ecology at the Russia-Mongolia Border. 
London: Lexington books. 

Book reviews Oehler, A. (2021) Expanded Visions: A New Anthropology of the Moving Image, by 
Schneider, A., London, Routledge, 2021, 200 pp. Entanglements Journal, 4(2): 79-81. 
Oehler, A. (2020) Arctic Crashes: People and Animals in the Changing North: edited by 
Igor Krupnik and Aron L. Crowell, Washington, Smithsonian Scholarly Press, 2020, 555 
pp. The Polar Journal, DOI: 10.1080/2154896X.2020.1847811 
Oehler, A. (2018) An Arctic Indigenous Knowledge System of Landscape, Climate, and 
Human Interactions: Evenki Reindeer Herders and Hunters, by A. Lavrillier & S. 
Gabyshev. 2017. Fürstenberg/Havel: SEC Publications. Hunter Gatherer Studies 3(2): 
353–357. 

Newsle<er Ar/cles Oehler, A. (2020). Experimentation as Resilience. Culture, Vol. 14, No. 2. 
https://cascacultureblog.wordpress.com/2020/10/14/experimentation-as-resilience/ 
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Published Reviews of my Work 
2022 Bashkirov, M.B. (2022) “Antropologia na Fone Saianskikh Pastoraliei” (Anthropology on 

the Canvas of Saian Pastorals). Sibirskie Istoricheskie Issledovania. 2 (J of Siberian 
Historical Research), pp. 224-228. 
O’Brien, T. (2022). “Mul/species households in the Saian Mountains: ecology at the 
Russia-Mongolia border: by Alex Oehler and Anna Varfolomeeva, Cheltenham, Rowman 
and Li<lefield, 2019, 296.” Landscape Research, Vol. 47(5): 714(a)-716. 

2021 Kovalsky, S. (2021). “Beyond wild and tame: Soiot encounters in a sen/ent landscape. 
Alex C. Oehler. 2020. New York, Oxford: Berghahn.” Polar Record, 57, E18. 
doi:10.1017/S0032247421000085   
Adkins, T. (2021) Beyond Wild & Tame: Soiot encounters in a sen/ent landscape, wri<en 
by Alex C. Oehler. Inner Asia, 23(1), pp.175-178. 

2020 Kotašková, E. (2020) Beyond Wild and Tame: Soiot Encounters in a Sen/ent Landscape. By 
Alex C. Oehler. 2020. Berghahn Books, New York, NY. 214 pp. Ethnobiology LeYers, 11(1), 
pp.116-117. 
Bara, A. "Mul/species Households in the Saian Mountains: Ecology at the Russia-
Mongolia Border." Sibirica: Interdisciplinary Journal of Siberian Studies, 19(3): 98-99. 

 
Conference Paper Presentations, Panel Organization, Discussant  
2023 Oehler, A. and Victoria Peemot (panel organizers) (2023) “Beyond speech: toward a 

northern sensory ecology of animals, plants, and humans,” Rela/ons and beyond: 
conference of the Finnish Anthropological Society, 21-23 March in Rovaniemi, Finland. 

2022 Oehler, A. (2022) “Inner Asian Alpine and Subalpine Pastoralism in a Soiot Context.” Panel 
on Hun/ng, Fishing and Herding in Northern Cash Economy, Slavic-Eurasian Research 
Center 2022 Winter Interna/onal Symposium, Sapporo University, December 14-17. 
Oehler, A. (2022) “Heritage Beyond Words: Acts of Nonverbal Decoloniza/on.” Raising 
Indigenous Voices in Academia and Society (RIVAS22), Miss., MT, USA, October 20-25.  
Oehler, A. (2022) “‘Noch Nicht’ OR ‘Doch Nicht’?: A Hopeful Discourse on Semio/c 
Spaces” EASA, Dublin, Ireland, July 26-29. 
Oehler, A. (2022) “Sen/ent Intermediaries.” Interna/onal Mul/species Methods Research 
Symposium: Shiring Paradigms in Human-Animal Rela/ons. School of Environment and 
Sustainability, University of Saskatoon, May 24-26. h<ps://youtu.be/Pj-CHcai9_U  
Oehler, A. (2022) “Open Plants, Open Plans.” Canadian Anthropology Society Mee/ngs, 
University of Regina, May 11-15. 
Oehler A. (2022) “Reading Wolves.” Reading Group on Semio/cs, University College Cork, 
Ireland, April 29. 
Oehler, A. (2022) “Mul/species Ethnography Now” Departmental Seminar, Department 
of Archaeology and Anthropology, Univ. of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, March 11. 
Oehler, A. (2022) Invited discussant for Thorsten Gieser’s “Living with wolves in Germany 
– the affec/ve side of coexistence and conflict.” Seminar of the Ins/tute of Ethnology, 
Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic, Feb. 7. 

2021 Oehler, A. (2021) “YouTube as a Friend.” Interna/onal Society for the Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning (ISSOTL), University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia (online). 
h<ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=811hRc5KRmw    
Oehler, A. (2021) “Craring Crary: Dispatches from the Wolf-human Interface.” The 
Twelrh Interna/onal Conven/on of Asia Scholars (ICAS 12), Kyoto, Japan, August 24-28 
(online). h<ps://youtu.be/Q2nh70fAIrY   
Oehler, A. (2021) “Changing Altai-Sayan Rhythms: Insights from the Cradle of Reindeer 
Domes/ca/on.” The Tenth Interna/onal Congress of Arc/c Social Sciences (ICASS X), 
Arkhangelsk, Russia, June 15-20 (online). h<ps://youtu.be/3e_kd3f5jDY  
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Oehler, A. and N. Rasiulis (2021) 3-session symposium on: “Reading Others: Intent and 
Sensory A<unement Between Species.” Canadian Anthropology Society Mee/ngs, 
University of Guelph, May 12-15 (online). 
Oehler, A. (2021) “On What I Think You Think They Think.” Canadian Anthropology Society 
Mee/ngs, University of Guelph, May 12-15. 

2019 Oehler A. (2019) “The Mul/-faceted Self: Indigenous Iden//es in Russia Today” – Canada-
Russia Research Ini/a/ve (CRRI), University of Victoria, 21 November. (Unable to present 
due to job ac/on at UNBC.) 
Oehler A. (2019) “Silva Domus – Our Forest, Our Home: Industrial and Indigenous 
Configura/ons of Care in Forest and Wildlife Management” – American Anthropological 
Mee/ngs / Canadian Anthropological Associa/on Mee/ngs, Vancouver, 21 November. 
(Video presenta/on in absen/a, due to job ac/on at UNBC.) 
Oehler A. (2019) “Human-Animal Rela/ons in Hybrid Se<ler Communi/es of Far East 
Russia” – IUAES Inter- Congress, Poznan, Poland, 27-31 August. 
Oehler A. (2019) “Pacing the Mul/species Household: Examples from the Eastern Saian 
Mountains” – Distance and Speed: Rethinking imagina/ve Poten/al of space and Velocity 
in Inner Asia, Paris, France, 7-8 March. 

2018 Oehler A. (2018) “Responsive and Coercive Lines: Nego/a/ng Roads in Sen/ent 
Landscapes” - The Sixth Interna/onal Conference of Young Scholars of Siberia: 'Rhythms, 
Structures and Roads of Contemporary Siberia,' Listvianka (Irkutsk), Russia, 17-20 May. 
Oehler A. (2018) “Ambivalence and Sustainability: A Soiot Approach to the Domes/ca/on 
of Landscapes” - Guest Lecture, Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and 
Ethnography (the Kunstkamera) and European University at St. Petersburg, 3 May. 
Oehler A. (2018) “Arc/c Domus Field Work, 2013-2016: Four Key Findings Firh Arc/c 
Domus Mee/ng”, Lairhillock Inn, Aberdeenshire, UK, 27-30 April. 

2017 Oehler A. (2017) “Ar/cula/ng Shared Materiali/es: Interspecies Communica/on in 
St'át'imc and Soiot Fishing Contexts” (with Sarah Moritz, McGill), CASCA/IUAES, University 
of O<awa, 2 May. 
Oehler A. and S. Moritz (2017) “Panel for Animal-Human Rela/ons” CASCA/IUAES, 
University of O<awa, 2-7 May. 

 
Workshop & Webinar Participation  
2022 Demys/fying the Research Process: What do IIC Researchers do? University of 

Saskatchewan, School of Environment and Sustainability, November 22. 
 
Community Reports 
2016 Oehler A. (2016) Saian Domus Community Report. Aberdeen: University of Aberdeen.  

Oehler A. (2016) Cаянский Домус: Сообщественный Отчет. Aberdeen: University of 
Aberdeen. 

2012 Oehler A. (2012) Community Report on Inuvialuit Language and IdenPty. Prince George: 
University of Northern Bri/sh Columbia. 

 
Project Websites 
2022 Oehler A. and S. Abbo< (2022) Sensory Acts: More Than Human Communica/on in the 

Circumpolar North. h<p://www.sensoryacts.ca  
2016-2022 Oehler A. (2016) Saian Domus – An Arc/c Domus project, funded by ERC Advanced Grant 

295458 (bilingual, ENG/RUS). h<ps://saiandomus.org  
2012-2022 Oehler A. (2012) Inuvialuit Language and Iden/ty – Perspec/ves on the Symbolic 

Meaning of Inuvialuktun in the Canadian Western Arc/c. 
h<ps://inuvialuktun.wordpress.com  
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2. TEACHING 
 
Courses Taught 
2023 ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Anthropology (UofR) 

ANTH 340 Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems (UofR) 
ANTH 890 AY Advanced Theories in Posthumanist Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 242 AO Environmental Anthropology 

2022 ANTH 853 Advanced Ethnographic Methods (graduate course) (UofR) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 242 AO Environmental Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 320 AJ Posthumanist Anthropology (UofR) 

2021 ANTH 242 ME IntroducPon to Museum Ethnography (UofR) 
ANTH 241 AM Ethnography of Circumpolar Peoples (UofR) 

2020 ANTH 340 Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems (UofR) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Anthropology (UofR) 
ANTH 213 People and Cultures (UNBC) 
ANTH 315-3 Understanding Theory (UNBC) 
ANTH 413 Environmental Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 613 Environmental Anthropology (graduate course) (UNBC) 

2019 ANTH 298 Animals in Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 404 ComparaPve Study of Indigenous Peoples of the World (UNBC) 
ANTH 604 Comp. Study of Indigenous Peoples of the World (graduate course) (UNBC) 
ANTH 211-A1 Anthropology Through Film (UNBC) 
ANTH 315-3 Understanding Theory (UNBC) 
ANTH 419-3 Poli/cal and Legal Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 619-3 Poli/cal and Legal Anthropology (UNBC) 

2018 ANTH 102 Anthropology – A World of Discovery (UNBC) 
ANTH 303-3 Archives, Texts, Museums, and Contemporary Communi/es (UNBC) 
ANTH 414 Religion, Ideology, and Belief Systems (UNBC) 
ANTH 614 Religion, Ideology, and Belief Systems (graduate course) (UNBC) 
ANTH 305-3 Circumpolar Ethnography (UNBC) 
ANTH 310-3 Applied Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 315-3 Understanding Theory (UNBC) 

2017 ANTH 201-A1 Medical Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 211-A1 Anthropology Through Film (UNBC) 
ANTH 298 Animals in Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 102 Anthropology – A World of Discovery (UNBC) 
ANTH 207 Popular Culture (UNBC) 
ANTH 413 Environmental Anthropology (UNBC) 
ANTH 613 Environmental Anthropology (graduate course) (UNBC) 

2016 ANTH 102 Anthropology – A World of Discovery (UNBC) 
ANTH 303-3 Archives, Texts, Museums, and Contemporary Communi/es (UNBC) 
ANTH 315-3 Understanding Theory (UNBC) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Social Anthropology (College of New Caledonia) 
ANTH 100 IntroducPon to Social Anthropology (College of New Caledonia) 

 
Graduate Supervision (Master of Arts) 
2022-2024 Allison S/nson, Women’s Perspec/ves in Prairie Outdoor Recrea/on and Tourism 

Aleesha Stark, Women’s Roles in North American Recrea/onal and Subsistence Hun/ng  
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Pradeep Ranjan Doley Barman, Nonverbal Interspecies Communica/on in the High Arc/c 
 
Continuing Education (Pedagogy) 
2019-2022 Member of the Interna/onal Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (ISOTL), 

conference a<endances, research presenta/on, con/nuing educa/on workshops, etc. 
 

3. SERVICE 
 
Service (Internal and External) 
2023-present 
(Internal) 

Member, Execu,ve of Council, UofR 

2023-present 
(Internal) 

Member, President’s Art Collections Review Committee, UofR 
h<ps://www2.uregina.ca/president/collec/ons-review/  

2023-present 
(Internal) 

Member, Undergraduate Scholarship CommiWee, UofR 

2021-present 
(Internal) 

Member, Research and Graduate Studies CommiWee (RAGS), UofR  
• A<ending board mee/ngs 
• Conduc/ng internal reviews of policy (e.g. Start-up funding applica/on procedure) 
• Reviewing and ranking of internal research funding applica/ons 
• Adjudica/on of Dean’s Research Awards 
• Adjudica/on of posters at UofR Graduate Student Conference, October 22, 2022 

2021-2022 
(Internal/External) 

Local Organiza,on CommiWee (UofR), Chair, CASCA 2022 Conference, Regina 
• Coordina/ng Local Organiza/on Commi<ee responsibili/es 
• Working with two colleagues on abstract selec/on and program compila/on 
• Working with design company on logo and visual theme 
• Preparing layout and print design for program (online and in print) 
• Working with one colleague on conference budget 
• Applying for federal grants (SSHRC Connec/on Grant; Heritage Canada funding) 
• Applying for internal Awards (VPR Discre/onary Fund, President’s Conference Award, 

etc.) 
• Helping mobilize departmental funds 
• Arranging for live event interpreta/on (bi-lingual) 
• Applying for corporate sponsorships (SaskEnergy, SaskTel, etc.) 
• Recruitment of Indigenous and Se<ler visual ar/sts 
• Recrui/ng local and na/onal private sponsors for fine arts components 
• Collabora/ng with MAP’s student-coordinated Firh Parallel Art Gallery  
• Coordina/ng academic publisher coopera/on and sponsorships 
• Conference web design, administra/on, and public rela/ons management 
• Co-ordina/on of student volunteers 
• Working with Zoom Events (USA) to organize hybrid conference format 
• Cura/ng Indigenous-Se<ler culinary collabora/on (reconcilia/on through foldaways 

banquet) 
• Working with local theatre company Curtain Razors to produce closing ceremony 

2022 (External) School of Environment and Sustainability, University of Saskatchewan 
Conference call reviews 

2020-2023 
(External) 

Exec. CommiWee, Canadian Anthrop. Society (CASCA), Communica,ons Officer 
• Board mee/ngs 
• Up to 100 internal emails per week (during peak /mes) 
• Composing, edi/ng, and commissioning official posi/on statements  
• Periodic upda/ng of old society website 
• Daily upda/ng of society Facebook page 
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• Working with Vancouver-based web developer to design new website 
• Par/cipa/ng in working commi<ees on special requirements (e.g. for the 

Indigeniza/on of CASCA) 
2020  
(External) 

World Council of Anthropological Associa,ons (WCAA), volunteer 
• Volunteered to fill in for the Council’s Secretary  
• Worked on Associa/on Newsle<er 

2020  
(Internal, UNBC) 

Interfaith Campus Chaplaincy Working Group (UNBC), faculty member 
• Contributed to the development of a purpose statement 
• Helped vision a student-centered resource for religious and spiritual support, interfaith 

dialogue and community, connec/ng students to communi/es of prac/ce 
2020  
(Internal, UNBC) 

SSHRC Funding Review CommiWee (UNBC), faculty member 
• Reviewed and ranked graduate researcher funding applica/ons  

2019  
(Internal, UNBC) 

Conference Travel Grant CommiWee (UNBC) 
• Reviewed and ranked faculty and graduate researcher travel grant applica/ons 
• Reviewed and ranked Research Excellence Award applica/ons 

2018-2020 
(Internal, UNBC) 

Teaching Space Op,miza,on CommiWee (TSOC)(UNBC), faculty member 
• Researched state-of-the-art decolonial and Indigenous classroom design (including 

outdoor teaching spaces) 
• Discussed campus signage and budget 
• Worked on auditorium and classroom white/black board and projec/on screen 

op/miza/on 
• Reviewed sound barrier placement 
• Contributed to classroom furniture research and procurement according to 

environmental, ergonomic, economic, and teaching space op/miza/on 
2017  
(Internal, UNBC) 

Anthropology Hiring CommiWee (UNBC), non-tenured assistant 
• Prepared cri/cal review of candidates’ presenta/ons, CVs, and publica/ons  
• A<ended all accessible candidate mee/ngs 

 
Peer Review of other Scholars (incl. as external examiner) 
2023 • Book review (for new edi/on of theory textbook), Routledge Books, January 

• Nomina/on, The Labrecque-Lee Book Prize (CASCA), U Nebraska Press, April 
2022 • Book proposal (blind peer review), Routledge Books, November 

• Book proposal (blind peer review), Berghahn Books, October 
• Research ar/cle (blind peer review of re-submission), American Anthropologist, July 
• Research ar/cle (blind peer review), Human Ecology, May 
• One Shot Ar/cle (blind peer review), Allegra Lab, Anthropology for Radical Op/mism, 

March 
2021 • Research ar/cle (blind peer review), Human Ecology, May 

• PhD external examiner, University of Helsinki, September 
2020 • Research ar/cle (blind peer review), American Anthropologist, November 

• Research ar/cle (blind peer review), Human Ecology, June 
• Book manuscript (blind peer review), Berghahn Books, May 
• Book proposal (blind peer review), University of Nebraska Press, March 
• Anthropology textbook review, Oxford University Press, February 

2019 • Book proposal, Taylor & Francis, August 
2017 • Anthropology textbook review, Oxford University Press, February 

 
4. OUTREACH 

 
Public Talks (incl. radio) 
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2023 Oehler A. (2023) “Teaching Through Tech: ChatGPT, YouTube, and 5G HyFlex” Centre for 
Teaching and Learning, Speaker Series, 6 March.  

2022 Oehler A. (2022) “Sagaalgan: The White Month” Regina Public Library Speaker Series, 
Regina, SK. December 10, 1:00pm. 
Oehler A. (2022) “Mermaids in Anthropology. UofR Fall Open House. October 15. 
Oehler A. (2022) Panelist, “Anthropology and the Natural World” live public webinar of 
The World Council of Anthropological Associa/ons (WCAA), 7 June. 
h<ps://www.waunet.org/wcaa/videos/  

2021 Oehler A. (2021) “The Care Work of Life Appor/onment” Centre for Society, Technology, 
and Development (STANDD), McGill University, Montreal. February 12 (online). 
h<ps://youtu.be/NUKQfyzZ8ac  

2018 Oehler A. (2018) “Beyond Wild and Tame: Animal-Human Rela/ons in a Sen/ent Siberian 
Landscape” - Anthropology in Our Backyards, Speaker Series of the Dept. of Anthropology, 
UNBC, Prince George Public Library, 14 March. 
Oehler A. (2018) ’Domes/ca/on of animals by Indigenous peoples.’ CBC Radio, “Daybreak 
North with Carolina de Ryk,” Wednesday, March 14, 2018: 
h<p://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/daybreak-north/episode/15528007 
Oehler A. (2018) “Beyond Wild and Tame: Animal-Human Rela/ons in a Sen/ent Siberian 
Landscape” - Nipissing University Research Talk, North Bay, Ontario, 23 January. 

2017 Oehler A. (2017) “Through Other-Than Humans Eyes” - Everyday Experts Speaker Series, 
Prince George Public Library, 30 March. 

 
Public Curatorship (Anthropology & Fine Arts) 
2022 Oehler A. (2022) "Open Spaces – Close Encounters / Espaces ourverts – Liens étroits” 

with visual ar/st Belinda Harrow “Unse<led” and visual ar/st Melanie Rose “The Flower 
People.” Firh Parallel Art Gallery, University of Regina, May 11-15. 

 
Public Reading Groups 
2022 Oehler, A. and S. AbboY (moderators) SACTS-RG#001 Scent 1: Mapping with Granö’s 

Nose – Date/Time: Friday, September 16, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm Regina, SK Pme 
(MDT) – Theme: Conceptual Approaches to Scent. h<p://www.sensoryacts.ca/reading-
group/  
Oehler, A. and S. AbboY (moderators) SACTS-RG#002 Scent 2: Does Scent Defeat 
Language? – Date/Time: Friday, October 21, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm Regina, SK Pme 
(MDT) – Theme: Methodological Approaches to Scent. 
h<p://www.sensoryacts.ca/reading-group/ 

2017 Oehler, A. (moderator) “Anatheism – Returning to god a~er god.” A weekly reading group 
at the intersecPon of philosophy and theology (UNBC Chaplaincy). 

 
Public Outreach (YouTube) 
2022 Oehler, A. (2022) “Introduc/on.” Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems. 

10:04m. h<ps://youtu.be/yowTvFTN9b0  
Oehler, A. (2022) “From Observa/on to Interven/on.” Anthropology and Contemporary 
Human Problems. 23:10m. h<ps://youtu.be/R-YI8dmIobo  
Oehler, A. (2022) “Talking Partnerships.” Anthropology and Contemporary Human 
Problems. 21:30m. h<ps://youtu.be/Om1IVqOq2fE  
Oehler, A. (2022) “How to Design an Applied Project.” Anthropology and Contemporary 
Human Problems. 24:06m. h<ps://youtu.be/DEi1diTHc7M  
Oehler, A. (2022) “Ethics of Being Prac/cal.” Anthropology and Contemporary Human 
Problems. 28:13m. h<ps://youtu.be/3cD_2KpGw0c 
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Oehler, A. (2022) “Understanding ‘Development’ Now.” Anthropology and Contemporary 
Human Problems. 25:53m. h<ps://youtu.be/9yq9j415RwQ  
Oehler, A. (2022) “The Professional Anthropologist in the Arts.” Anthropology and 
Contemporary Human Problems. 28:42m. h<ps://youtu.be/txF2PybzOCw  
Oehler, A. (2022) “Working in More-Than-Human Contexts.” Anthropology and 
Contemporary Human Problems. 29:07m. h<ps://youtu.be/fgZsTkuRd6o  
Oehler, A. (2022) “Working in More-Than-Human Contexts.” Anthropology and 
Contemporary Human Problems. 24:37m. h<ps://youtu.be/B4AmMA1abG4 
Oehler, A. (2022) “Anthropology and Counter Insurgency.” Anthropology and 
Contemporary Human Problems. 27:33m. h<ps://youtu.be/K-OZ8HRotNY 
Oehler, A. (2022) “Business Anthropology.” Anthropology and Contemporary Human 
Problems. 26:11m. h<ps://youtu.be/ywe0uIlkGqI  

2021 Oehler, A. (2021) “Decep/on with Mar/n Stevens” 4.26m. h<ps://youtu.be/itJpSTaxRDc 
Oehler, A. (2021) “On what I think you think...” 15.07m. h<ps://youtu.be/NUKQfyzZ8ac 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Larry Towell — The Mennonites” 8.26m. 
h<ps://youtu.be/4YiIM5P4ASA 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Salmon with Marianne Lien” 4.45m. h<ps://youtu.be/EWs12ZvuXRI 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Ge~ng Lucky with D. Brandišauskas” 3.3m. 
h<ps://youtu.be/7xcb7n65ytQ 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Audacity with Susan Sontag” 4m.: h<ps://youtu.be/I_Y023iHguw 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Ea/ng plants with Michael Marder” 2.33m. 
h<ps://youtu.be/acXNhXrlnvw 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Why study Anthropology in 2021?” 
2.48m.h<ps://youtu.be/tNCHZFI3wfA 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Air with Pär Lagerkvist” 2.45m. h<ps://youtu.be/mORWUL70HIg 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Projec/on with John Lilly” 2.19m. h<ps://youtu.be/mORWUL70HIg 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Interiority with Merleau-Ponty” 2.36m. h<ps://youtu.be/-X7AfAqVTwI 
Oehler, A. (2021) “Animal languages with Eva Meijer” 2.13m. 
h<ps://youtu.be/wSl2suC02y4 
Oehler, A. (2021) “The care work of life-appor/onment” 51.51m. 
h<ps://youtu.be/NUKQfyzZ8ac 

 

 


